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Peace _Pledge Union Manifesto on Conscription 


“Unalterable and Uncompromising 


Resistanee” ‘Declared 


FULLEST SUPPORT 
FOR OBJECTORS 


Renewed Demand for 
Constructive Peace 
Policies 


resistance to Conscription ” is declared 
in an official manifesto issued by the 
Peace Pledge Union. 


The manifesto pledges support to those who 
resist and calls for “constructive peace policies 
which will remove the serious injustices and the 
inequalities in economic opportunity which exist 
among the nations.” 


The full text of the manifesto follows: 


In view of the introduction of Conscription, the Council 
of the Peace Pledge Union desires to re-affirm on behalf 
of its members the complete renunciation of war, and the 
refusal to support or sanction another. 


Because Conscription is part of the preparation for 
war, the PPU expresses unalterable and uncompromising 
resistance’to Conscription in general and to the Military 
Training Bill in particular. 

The PPU regards Conscription as anti-social and con- 
trary to the best traditions of Democratic freedom. It be- 
lieves that Conscription will tend to undermine the 


eb U NALTERABLE and uncompromising 


EXEMPTED MEN TO 
BE “FREE FROM 
INTERFERENCE” 


Premier’s Assurance 


to Mr. Lansbury 


BJECTORS who are granted absoiute 
() exemption under the Military Training 

Act will be free to continue their positive 
advocacy of pacifism. 


This assurance was given to Mr. George 
Lansbury by the Prime Minister in the House of 
Commons on May 4. 

Referring to the “ absolutists,” Mr. Chamberlain said: 


“We learned something about this in the Great War. 
and I think we found that it was both a useless and an 
exasperating waste of time and effort to attempt to force 
such people to act in a manner which was contrary to their 
principles.” 


The following questions and answers followed in the 
debate: 


Mr. LANSBURY (Bow and Bromley, Lab.): In the 
case of the men who are absolutists, if the tribunal decides 
to put them on the register of conscientious objectors, can 
that decision be upset by orders or suggestion from the 
Minister to the tribunal—that is to say, under the regu- 


spiritual, social and political liberties of the people. 


Old Enough to Fight, 
But Not Vote! 


It deprecates as strongly as possible the 
attempt to force upon young men (who 
have no vote and therefore no direct repre- 
sentations) a military training which pre- 
pares them to commit such deeds as are 
the negation of the best in their home, 
school and other training and it deplores 
the attempt to deprive them of the oppor- 
tunity of continuing their real work and 
of rendering social service. Nor can the 
PPU disregard the dangerous uses to which 
such a conscript army might be put in 
time of internal economic or industrial 
crisis. 


The PPU deeply sympathizes with the 
young men who are called upon to make 
so fateful a choice, and whilst it in no way 
wishes to force the decision which each 
individual is free to make, it desires to 
assure those who resist Conscription of the 
fullest possible support. It regards such 
resistance as not only courageous but as 
of supreme service to the community and 
to the cause of Peace. 


In this grave hour the PPU urgently re- 
news its demand for constructive peace 
policies which will remove the serious in- 
justices and the inequalities in economic 
opportunity which exist among the nations, 
and for the abandonment of all prepara- 
tions for war in a new appeal to the best 
in men and women in every country. 


* 
WAITING FOR THE START . 


lations? 


x 


-» some of the 2,000 men and women 


who marched from Dick Sheppard House, London, last Thursday, through 


packed West End streets to demonstrate against conscription. 


A report of the 


demonstration appears on page seven. 


Labour Urged to Withdraw 


Support From National Service 


% (ANNON-FODDER cheaply obtained 

will be cheaply spent. The military 
machine will squander it as it did at 
Passchendale.” These sentences occur in a 
manifesto issued on Saturday by the No 
Conscription League. 


“Young men of twenty and twenty-one 
are only the first victims,’ it continues. 
“ Others will follow.” 


PLEDGE TO OBJECTORS 


The manifesto urges that all sections of 
the Labour movement should withdraw 
their representatives from National Service 
committees and that all support from the 
Labour movement for the defence proposals 
of the Government should be stopped. 

“The men who resist conscription must 
be given legal, moral and financial aid,” 
continues the manifesto. 

“We pledge our support to those in the 
Labour movement who 

“ (a) Refuse all trade union concessions 
for armament work, 


se Refuse all overtime on such work, 
an 
“(c) Challenge the menace of conscrip- 

tion by the withdrawal of Labour.” 

The Manifesto concludes by stating that 
the No Conscription League will organize 
determined opposition to this or any other 
Government that conscripts workers to 
slaughter their fellows in other lands or 
their comrades in this country. 


ON OTHER 
PAGES 


Rose Macaulay on_ 
“The Hypnotism of Words” 9 


Mr. Gandhi on the Peace 
Pledge Union ore 


Andrew Stewart on “The 
Tabloid Press and Pacifists ” 


What PPU Stands for ... 


ap 68 


il 
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Mr. Chamberlain’s 


Answer 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN: Not under the 
regulations. If the right hon. gentleman 
will look at sub-section (8) he will see 
that the Minister, if he considers it 
necessary, may appeal to the appellate 
tribunal. 


Mr. LANSBURY : I understand that, but 
once the matter is settled, after the appeal 
or before, once he is on the register, is he 
free of any interference from the military 
or anyone else? 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN: Yes, Sir. 


REGISTRATION 


In the House on the same day Mr. Ernest 
Brown, Minister of Labour, said: 

“The Government are preparing to make 
a public announcement by poster, press, 
and wireless [not by post, as previously 
stated in Peace News] instructing men be- 
tween the ages of 20 and 21 to join [i2., 
register] at the nearest office of the Minis- 
try of Labour.” 

The day to be announced for registration 
would be the first Saturday afternoon following 
the passing of the Bill—almost certainly May 27, 
as the Bill has still to go through its committee 
stage (which should be concluded next week), 
as well as third reading and royal assent. 


Other details announced: 


Men who were prevented from attending on 
the appropriate day by something beyond their 
control, such as illness, would be required to 


(continued on page 11) 
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Country-wide Opposition to 
Conscription Goes On | He Ought to 


. PEACE NEWS * 


STRONG LEAD FROM 
MANY CHURCHES 


EPORTS pouring in to Peace News indicate that opposition to 
conscription is swelling in volume throughout the country. 


Particularly noticeable is the strong stand made by many 
Churchmen, while a feature of the peace movement’s activity is the 
formation of advisory committees, composed of representatives 
from various organizations, to give support to pacifists directly 


affected by conscription. 


We print below reports indicating the widespread nature of the 
revolt against conscription; on page seven appear reports of anti- 
conscription demonstrations watched by many thousands of people. 


Peace Organizations 


At a meeting of PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
members in Cardiff last Friday it was decided to 
form a joint advisory committee to assist 
members affected by conscription. Its convener 
is Mr. F. Beard, 8 Wilson Place, Ely, Cardiff. 
Names of representatives of men affected by the 
Bill, and other information likely to be useful 
should be sent to him. 

It is hoped to open a room in the centre of the 
City where advice may be obtained by anyone 
“called up,” and to enlist the help of a wide 
circle of sympathizers to cover tribunals and to 
assist CO’s, 

Welsh members have been circularized by 
Lady Artemus Jones, Vice-President, with a 
request to write to their MP’s on the subject, 

Norwich PPU group called a public meeting 
last week at which a resolution was adopted 
protesting against conscription and appealing to 
progressive organizations and individuals “to 
stand behind those men who refuse to answer the 
call for service, believing that in so doing they 
will -be defending the true heritage of this 
nation.” | 

The Upminster group of the PPU, with the 
support of members of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation and Methodist Peace Fellowship, 
Jast week adopted a resolution expressing opposi- 
tion to conscription and “determination to 
stand by all those who on conscientious grounds 
will not submit to it.” 


BIG BIRMINGHAM MEETINGS 


A packed and inspiring mecting was held by 
the PPU in Birmingham last Thursday night. 
The “twenties” attended in force. Herbert 
Whatley presided and Wilfred Wellock spoke. 

Resolute opposition to the Government’s pro- 
posals was the prevailing sentiment at an emer- 
gency meeting of men under 25 held by the 
Manchester and District Region of the PPU last 
week. An Advisory Committee for Pacifists has 
been formed in Manchester, to advise and assist 
young men appearing before tribunals and to 
give any financial assistance possible. 

The Motherwell PPU group has issued a mani- 
festo declaring that its members will “ resist 
conscription to the utmost and continue to work 
in a constructive manner for peace.” 

At a meeting held by King’s Lynn group it was 
decided to send a resolution of protest to the 
MP for the Division, to the Premier, and to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Among those pre- 
sent at the meeting was the prospective Liberal 
candidate for the Division. 

Northampton group is securing signatures of 
Ministers of religion to an appeal to employers 
to promise impartial treatment for conscripts, 
for those who accept alternative service, and for 
those who refuse all service. 

Horsforth branch has delivered to every one 
of the 4,350 homes in Horsforth a copy of a 
resolution expressing opposition to conscription 
adopted at its annual meeting last week. 

The previous Monday an equally well- 
attended meeting was held in Birmingham by 
the NO CONSCRIPTION LEAGUE, which 
gained 200 members at once. A council of the 
NCL was also set up. 

The National Executive Committee of the NCL 
has decided to set up youth advisory com- 
mittees to give advice to young people who 
intend to resist conscription on conscientious 
grounds. 

A staterent issued to its members by the 
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION assures 
those who, as Christian pacifists, feel it im- 
possible to fall in with the Government's de- 
mands, that the FoR will offer advice on points 
of procedure; will arrange fpr experienced 
people to attend tribunals and “ that we shall not 
be unmindful of any who may be dependent 
upon them for financial support.” The FoR asks 
for the names, addresses, and other particulars 
of such men of military age. 


EMERGENCY CONFERENCES 


Besides the emergency conference arranged by 
its London Union (see Forthcoming Events, page 
11), the FoR has arranged the following emer- 
gency conferences in other towns (the dates are 
all in May): 

South-West: EXETER, Monday 15th, Friends’ 
Meeting House, 7.30 p.m.; REDRUTH, Tuesday 
16th, Friends’ Meeting House, 7.30 p.m. 

South and Home Counties: MAIDSTONE, 
Friday 12th, The Church Institute, Union Street, 
8 p.m; LEWES, Saturday 13th, Y.M.C.A., 3 pm.; 
ST. ALBANS, Friday 12th, Friends’ Meeting 
House, 8 p.m. 

North: MANCHESTER, Friday 5th, ‘Milton 
Ifall. Deansgate, 7.30 p.m.; LIVERPOOL, Wed- 
nesday 10th. Myrtle Street Baptist Church, 
7.30 p.m.; SHEFFIELD, Monday 15th, Victoria 
Hall, 8 p.m.; HALIFAX, Wednesday 17th; HULL, 
Friday 19th, The Peace Centre, 64 Prospect 


Street, 7.30 p.m.; NEWCASTLE, Monday 22nd. 

Midlands: LEICESTER, Tuesday 23rd, Friends’ 
Meeting House, Prebend Street, 8 p.m; 
NORTHAMPTON, Saturday 20th, Friends’ Meet- 
ing House, Wellington Street, 2.30 p.m.; BIR- 
MINGHAM, Tuesday 23rd, Priory Rooms, Upper 
Priory, 7.15 p.m.; MALVERN, Tuesday 9th, 
Friends’ Meeting House, 7.30 p.m.; STOKE, Wed- 
nesday 24th; SHREWSBURY, Tuesday 16th, 
Riggs Hall (Borough Library—close to station), 
7.30 p.m. 

Eastern Counties: CAMBRIDGE, Saturday 6th, 
Wesley Library, Christ's Pieces, 2.30 p.m.; 
NORWICH, Saturday 13th, Friends’ Meeting 
House, Pottergate Street, 3 and 8 p.m.; CHELMS- 
FORD, Saturday 20th, Cathedral Hall, 4 p.m; 
BEDFORD, Saturday 20th. 

Central: BANBURY, Thursday 11th, Methodist 
Church, 7.30 p.m.; OXFORD, Wednesday 10th, 
Buckley Church School, 8 p.m.; READING, 


Friday 5th, The Folk House, Church Street, 
8 p.m. 
South Wales: CARDIFF, Thursday 11th, 


Y.M.C.A. Hall, Station Terrace, 7.30 p.m. 

A letter sent to the Prime Minister by the 
WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE dc- 
clared that “one of the greatest dangers 
threatening the world at this moment is that in 
the endeavour to resist the dictators the rest 
of the world will follow their methods” and 
expressed “ unqualified objection to any form of 
compulsory military service or training.” 

The SWINDON COUNCIL OF PACIFIST 
GROUPS adopted a resolution pledging “to do 
all in our power to bring about the repeal of 
such a Bill if it should become law, and to 


_assist in every way possible those who for con- 


science sake refuse military service.” It was 
also decided to send a strong deputation to the 


local MP. 
Churches 


Every Quaker Meeting in the country had re- 
ceived by Sunday “An Appeal to the Nation” 
concerning the Military Training Bill. This had 
been drawn up by its executive committee, the 
Meeting for Sufferings. The appeal has been 
sent to the Prime Minister, Church leaders, &c. 

Uttering “ a firm protest” against the Bill upon 
the fundamental ground of the Quaker under- 
standing “of the nature and purpose of God 
and of the faith learned of Christ” and that the 
compulsion of men “to learn to destroy their 
fellow men is an assumption by the State of an 
authority over human personality that is an out- 
rage upon God and man,” the SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS goes on to state: “We are concerned 
not only with those holding a clea: objection 
of conscience but with the wrong done to large 
numbers of youths who have no clear thought 
upon the matter but whose mental and spiritual 
attitude to their fellows is now to be formed in 
a military environment ... The peace of Europe 
cannot be attained by extending the system of 
pitting military power against military power 
but only in a genuine meeting of the needs cf 
nations and‘in a just sharing of resources.” 

At the annual meeting of the General 
Assembly of UNITARIAN & FREE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCHES, in London last week, the following 
amendment to the official resolution, calling for 
an international conference, was carried by 97 
votes to 79: “We Ministers and delegates of the 
General Assembly of Unitarian and Free 
Christian Churches, strongly protest against the 
introduction of compulsory military service, be- 
lieving that it will increase the power of mili- 
tarism and diminish the strength of the forces 
that make for peace.” 


PROTEST IN “THE TIMES” 


A resolution was also carried affirming “our 
conviction that the way of arms provides no 
ultimate solution of the problems of the world, 
and that only by a new initiative toward peace 
ean mankind be saved from disaster.” 

From the headquarters of Embassies of Recon- 
ciliation Canon C. E. Raven, the Rev. Henry 
Carter, the Rev. James Fraser, the Rev. Leyton 
Richards, the Rev. Walter M. Long, and Mr. 
Percy W. Bartlett last week wrote to The Times 
protesting against conscription. They described it 
as “not a step toward peace, but toward war; 
and, though represented at this moment as a 
form of defence, it will be regarded elsewhere 
as a threat of offence.” 

At a meeting of the Manchester Friends’ Peace 
Committee held ‘on May 1, it was decided to 
set up an “Advisory Committee for Pacifists” to 
help young men in matters relating to the mili- 
tary tribunals. The committee has also de- 
clared that “no conscience clauses designed to 
exempt a few will diminish our utmost resist- 
ance to a denial of the rights of all.” 

Members of the Merseyside Ministers’ Pacifist 


Know 


CIR AUCKLAND GEDDES at a 
National Service mecting last 
month: 

“Conscription is an appalling meas- 
ure to put into operation. Especially 
in the east and north are persons with 
the deepest religious convictions on 
this. 

“Jt is a terrible thing to have to 
drive the recruiting machine into that 
strang conviction. I sincerely be- 
lieve we are going to have a better 
response by keeping on a voluntary 
basis”. 

*¥ 
Sir Auckland was actively associa- 


ted with the administration of eon- 
scription during the War. 


declare “will further increase the power of mili- 
tarism and will diminish the strength of the 
forces that make for peace.” 

Determination to oppose conscription “to our 
utmost” was expressed in a joint resolution from 
the Methodist and Congregational Churches of 
Dolwyddelan, North Wales. The clause relating 
to objectors was considered to be, “in reality, a 
complete denial of liberty of conscience.” 

A 100 percent vote against conscription was 
registered at Berea Welsh Congregational 
Church, Rynea, Lianelly. The protest declared 
that “this drastic measure undermines the funda- 
mental principles of the Christian gospel.” 

“An illegitimate interference with the things 
which belong to God,” was how the Minister 
of the Gosport Methodist Church, the Rev. H. A. 
Guy, described conscription on Sunday evening. 
He declared that the State had no right to claim 
the persons of young men against their own will 
and principles, nor no right to deprive them of 
their freedom even for six months. He urged 
the young men to stand out from the highest 
motives—because they refused to render to 
Caesar the thing which were God’s—and called 
upon others to help them in their stand. 


Students 


Students at the University College of Wales 
have formed an anti-conscription committee 
which has issued a petition urging the Govern- 
ment to withdraw its measure. 

Dalton Hall Students’ Association (Man- 
chester), carried with only six dissentients a 
resolution protesting against conscription. About 
thirty percent of the Manchester students are 
affected by conscription. 


Political Parties 
An appeal to Wales to join in “stubborn re- 
sistance” to conscription has been issued by the 
Welsh Nationalist Party. 


May 12, 7939 


| “Fighting Fund” 


Progress 


TPHIS week’s total for our Fighting Fund 
shows that it is “catching on,” though 
it was only launched a fortnight ago. 

The purpose of the Fund is to help to 
release for some other branch of the Peace 
Pledge Union's work the subsidy at present 
paid to Peace News. (This amounts to £750 
for the current year.) 

A London contributor to the Fund has 
not allowed his help to stop there. He has 
also ordered a second copy of Peace News 
from his newsagent, which will be left on 
the counter each week. If it is not sold he 
will buy it at the end of the week. 

This is an excellent example—and one 
which we know is also being set by other 
readers. For the ultimate need of Peace 
News is a larger circulation. 

Meanwhile, we gratefully acknowledge 
the following contributions received up to 

£ 
Acknowledged last week =4 2A 10 
Anon. a 4 iv ne 4 
D Holden sek eT 
W. Brunton, Mitcham 
N. Quayl .. a bi A 
F. H. Pleydell, North Wembley 
5 Coventry readers Se P one I 
A Friend, Wellingborough 
Anon., Putney... s 
Anon. ‘ ny . 
A. Beedles, West Bromwich .. af 
D. L. Clements, Spark Hill, Birmingham 
R. Holbrow, Chorley Wood .. So 
Miss O. Robotham, Stockton-on-Tees 
A. Roper, Weybridge .. : a 
Giles Clayton, Sherbourne : 
T. T. Barry, Cardiff 
E. W. Durkin, Eltham 
Miss E. Marr, Streatham 
Anon., S.W.1 ‘4 as 
E. Lewin, Chesterfield 
PPU Member .. od . . 
J. R. Moggeridge, Chase Road, N.14 
Miss M. William, Barry Fi 
D. G. Evans, Cardiff 
J. Harrison, Worsley 
T. L. Loader, Bournemouth 
V. Wilson and Sister, Cheshire 
W. J. Bush, Liverpool 7 7 
An Appreciative Reader, Reading.. bi 
E. C. Flinn, Coventry .. A > 
T.D., Standford-le-Hope 2% a 1 
Eltham Reader .. os PK: he 


aeaccerseacn? 


_ 
MOWER OMRONI ClSUe RWI Otis ee Oh He UU 


_ 
ceeancecacanccdg. 


— 


a" 
Focws 


Donations of any size will be welcomed and 
acknowledged in Peace News. Cheques and 
postal orders should be made payable to Peace 
News, Ltd.—and not to the Peace Pledge Union— 
—and should be addressed to 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 


SPANISH RELIEF APPEAL 


The War Resisters’ International reports 
a “magnificent response ” to its appeal for 
clothing for Spanish refugee friends. Many 
parcels arrived without note of the name 
of the sender and have consequently not 
been acknowledged. The organizers wish 
to convey their heartiest thanks to those 
pnonymous donors. 


The Week in Parliament 


Will Conscription Be 
Extended? 


F°? a proper appreciation of the Military 
Training Bill the reader will find fuller 
reports elsewhere, but many points in it still 
remain obscure and enly in actual practice 
shall we be able to see how far it is possible to 
remain a pacifist in this country without govern- 
mental interference. 

The Bill has received its second reading and 
the Government benches offered, of course, no 
opposition to it in principle but regretted that it 
did not go further. This will probably come 
later, as the immediate question of supply is an 
integral factor in it. 


UP TO 25? 

The general feeling in Parliamentary circles is 
that within the course of the next year, provid- 
ing external events do not force other measures 
on the country, the Military Training Biil will 
be revised to include all males up to 25. 

The Prime Minister, in introducing the 
measure, said that during the present year there 
would be about 200,000 men called up for com- 
pulsory training, and that when the Bill has run 
its full term there would be something in the 
neighbourhood of 800,000 so trained. 

We must make sure, as far as it is humanly 
possible, that the various tribunals up and down 
the country will respect the sympathy which the 
Prime Minister expressed for the conscientious 
objector’s position. Perhaps, after all, it may be 
the commencement of a new emancipation that 
will arise through all the chaos of the moment. 


OPPOSITION’S ATTITUDE 


The Opposition, on the whole, seemed to lack 
conviction. 

This was due to the support they had given to 
collective security and the co-operation with the 
Government on national service. 

Mr. David Kirkwood was the most emphatic 
Member protesting against the Bill, and said that 
he would do everything in his power to prevent 
it becoming effective on the Clyde. But this was 
not so much a plea of pacifism as of opposition 


Group have expressed through the press their to regimentation. 


strong opposition to conscription, which they 


It is to be hoped that the Whitsun conference 


will stimulate the Labour Party to get back to 
first principles and leave party strategy alone. 
TENSION EASED 

With the return of the Ambassadors to Berlin 
and Rome and the reduction on the sea risk 
premiums (authorized by the Government) there 
are indications that there is not the same tension 
as a month ago and no truth in the current idea 
war is inevitable in the near futvre. 

Let us take advantage of this lull and intensify 


our work for peace. 
R. M. B. 


youre HOUSE—the residential centre for pro 
gressive youth. Internationalism and fellow- 
ship in active communal life. Single bed-sitting 
rooms, 17s. 6d. p.w. For particutars apply: 
Secretary, Youth House, 250 Camden Road, 
London, N.W.1. GULliver 5189. 


SPECIAL OFFER TO 
‘PEACE NEWS’ READERS 


The “New Leader,” LL.P. Organ, 

‘which leads the struggle against Con- 

scription and War in the Labour Move- 

ment, will be sent to you for 2s. 6d. for 

six months, post free, if you use 
this form. 


Naie..cccccccccccercsesseccvscecceesoveccene 


A ddres&y.ccccscccesecrcsccscensesecevcevece 


SCSoeveseesSeseeesssessecvensesveces 
Post with 2s. 6d. to “\ New Leader,” 
35, St. Bride Street, London, B.C.4. 
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Mr. Gandhr’s Support for 
he Peace Pledge 


SAYS NON-VIOLENCE CAN 
BEAT FASCISM 


AIR DAY 


| Pacifists’ Opportunity 


"TOMORROW week (May 20) is Em- 
| pire Air Day, when the RAF 

stages its annual “at home”; 63 RAF 

stations will be open to the public. 


It will also be 2 good opportunity 
for pacifists to bring their propaganda 
before the public, and we would there- 
fore urge groups to make special 
“ Peace News ” sales “ drives ” on that 
day. 


If you are near one of the RAF sta- 
tions which will be open, make your 
plans now—and please let us have 
your order for extra copies of next 
weck's “ Peace News” as soon as pos- 
sible. 


SOUTH AFRICAN 
UNIONS SPLIT 
ON COLOUR 
QUESTION 


"THERE isa splt between the two sections 
of the South African trade union 
movement over the colour question. 

A few years ago the Cape Federation of 
Labour Unions (in the South) and the 
South African Trades and Labour Council 
(in the North) agreed to the selection by 
each body alternately of a delegate to the 
International Labour Conference at 
Geneva. 

Last year the South African Trade and 
Labour Council appointed the delegate, and 
the Cape Federation of Labour Unions 
supplied an adviser. This year it was the 
turn of the Cape Federation, which 
selected Mr. H. C. Abrahams, Secretary of 
the Furniture Workers’ Union, a coloured 
man, and the Trades and Labour Council 
appointed Mr. Downes, a European, as his 
adviser. 


“NOT ‘POLICY’” 

Reactionary sections of the Northern 
body objected to this on the grounds that 
it is not “policy” to have Mr. Downes, a 
European, in a subordinate position to a 
non-European. The joint committee of the 
two bodies then recommended a compro- 
mise which provided for Mr. Downes to be 
official delegate with Mr. Abrahams as 
adviser. 

The final decision rests with the Depart- 
ment of Labour, but strong pressure is still 
being put upon the Cape Federation to 
change their nomination in favour of a 
white man. Mr. Abrahams was vice-chair- 
man of the Federation a few years ago, and 
his nomination as workers’ delegate to 
Geneva was a further tribute to his work 
for the labour movement. 


Mr. “Bill” Andrews, well-known trade 
union leader, has protested at the discrimi- 
nation against Mr. Abrahams. 


Quakers Feeding German 


Children 


Many important public services in Ger- 
many today owe their origin largely to 
Friends (Quakers). Among the most out- 
standing is the Reichs-Wohlfahrtsgesetz, the 
law regulating the welfare of the whole 
country and that made it necessary for a 
community nurse to reside in every hamlet. 
It was passed in 1922 as a direct result of 
the American child-feeding experiences. 


When Friends went to Germany in 1920 
there was hardly a regular full-time school 
doctor in the country, but when they left in 
1925 there was scarcely a village in the 
country that did not have one. 


STATISTICS GATHERED 


Health statistics—weight, measurement 
and general observation—concerning large 
groups of children and youth of both sexes 
over long periods, were gathered during the 
feeding days and will be standard for fifty 
years to come, 

The Studentische Wirtschaftshilfe that 
has spread to practically all universities in 
Germany, also grew directly out of the Eng- 
lish Friends’ student feeding work. 
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Should not Hamper 


Democracies at’ War 


S the carrying out of the pledge of the Peace Pledge Union 


course of action in the present 
This question, put to Mr. M. K. 


Gandhi by a correspondent, is answered by him in his weekly paper 


Haran. 


Among the arguments against the pledge the correspondent 


quoted the following: — 


“Non-violent resistance can only be 


effective in resisting people who are 


capable of being moved by morai and humanitarian considerations. Fascism not 
only is not moved by such considerations, but openly scoffs at them as signs of 


weakness. It has no scruple in wiping 
degree of brutality in order to do so. 


out all resistance, and in employing any 


Non-violent resistance therefore stands 


no chance whatever against Fascism.” 


If this argument is valid, wrote Mr. 
Gandhi, in reply, it cuts at the very root 
of the anti-war movement which “is based 
on tne assumption that it is possible to con- 
vert Fascists and Nazis.” 

“They belong to the same species as the 
so-called democracies,” he continued, “ or, 
better still war resisters themselves. They 
show in their family circles the same 
tenderness, affection, consideration, and 
generosity that war resisters are likely to 
show even outside such circles. 


Fascists Imitate Democracies 


“The difference is only of degree. In- 
need, Fascists and Nazis are a _ revised 
edition of so-called democracies if they are 
not an answer to the latter’s misdeeds. 

“The so-called democracies have before 
now misappropriated otner people’s lands 
and have resorted to ruthless repression. 
What wonder if Messrs, Hitler & Co. have 
reduced to a science the unscientific 
violence their .predecessors had developed 
for exploiting the so-called backward races 
for their own material gain? 

“Tt is therefore a matter of rule of three 
to find out the exact amount of non-violence 
required to melt the harder hearts of the 
Fascists and the Nazis, if it is assumed, as 
it is, that the so-called democracies melt 
before a given amount of non-violence.” 


Does Pacifism Aid Aggressors ? 


Going on to deal with another argument 
that “to refuse co-operation in violent re- 
sistance (i.e. to be a conscientious objector 
in case of war or conscription) in defence 
of democratic liberty is tantamount to 
helping those who are destroying that 
liberty,” Mr. Gandhi declares that for fear 
of doing so pacifists should not “miss the 
only effective chance they nave of de mon- 
strating their undying faith in the futility 
of all war.” 


“Tf their own governments go mad and make 
martyrs of war resisters,” he continues, “they 
(the governments) must suffer the consequences 
of the unrest of their own creation. The demo- 
cracies must respect the liberty of individual 
non-violent conscience however inconvenient. 
it may be. From that respect there will spring 
hope for the world. 

“This means that they put their conscience 
and truth before their country's so-called 
interest. For, regard for one’s conscience, if it 
is really such, has never yet injured any legiti- 
mate cause or interest. 


“ Pacifist Must Resist ” 


“ Therefore, it comes to, this, that a paci- 
fist must resist when he feels strongly that. 
whether so-called democracies live or die, 
the tug of war will never end war and 
that it will only end when at the crucial 
moment a body of pacifists have at any 
cost testified their living faith by suffering, 
if need be, the extreme penalty. 

“T know the point for me to consider is not 
how to avoid the extreme penalty but how to 
behave so as to achieve the object in view. 
Where the very disturbing but potent factor of 


faith is part of one’s conduct, human calculations 
are of no avail. 


“A true pacifist is a true Satyagrahi. The 


latter acts by faith and therefore is not con- 
cerned about the result, for he knows that it is 
assured when the action is true. 


If Democracies Beat Fascism... 

“ After all, what is the gain if the so- 
called democracies win? War certainly 
will not end. Democracies will have 
adopted all the tactics of the Fascists and 
the Nazis, including conscription and all 
other forcible methods to compel and exact 
obedience. 

“All that may be gained at the end of the 
victory is the possibility of comparative protec- 
tion of individual liberty. But that protection 
does not depend upon outside heip. It comes 
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from the internal determination to protect it 
against the whole world. 

ts In other worlds, the true democrat is he who 
with purely non-violent means defends his 
liberty and therefore his country’s and ulti- 
mately that of the whole of mankind. 

“In the coming test pacifists have to prove 
their faith by resolutely refusing to do anything 
with war whether of defence or offence. 

“But the duty of resistance accrues only to 
those who believe in non-violence as a creed 
—not to those who will calculate and will 
examine the merits of each case and decide 
whether to approve of or oppose a particular 
war. It follows that such resistance is a matter 
for each person to decide for himself and under 
the guidance of the inner voice, if he recognizes 
its existence.” 


Photo K. H. Johnson 
and your way might take you to Belgium, France, 
Germany, Holland, Italy, Norway or Switzerland. 


With the Co-operative Holidays Association you 


can spend a delightful social and recreative holiday 


in any of these countries. 


During the season, 


excursions (four each week) are arranged from each 
centre, under the guidance of a reliable leader. A 
host and hostess are also appointed to arrange social 


activities. 


Holidays from £7 17 6, excluding cost 


of excursions. 


Write for our interesting illustrated booklet specifying 
(a) Home Centres (b) or Continental to 


CO-OPERATIVE 


HOLIDAYS 


ASSOCIATION 


Room W, BIRCH HEYS, FALLOWFIELD, MANCHESTER, 14 
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LETTERS TO 


THE EDITOR 


More Readers’ Views on Conscription 
Was Munich a Great Disaster? 


WOULD like to express my heartiest 


appreciation of last week’s issue of Peace = 


News. 


I have looked in vain for an outspoken = 


ard wholehearted condemnation of con- 


scription in the editorials of both the secu- = 
lar and religious press although let it be = 
said that anti-conscription articles and let- = 


ters have appeared in such papers. 
therefore grateful to your paper both for 
your uncompromising condemnation of con- 
scription and for the useful information you 
fave regarding details of the Bill and ways 
in which conscientious objectors can be 
helped. 


Whatever may be said about the attitude = 
of certain clergy and ministers during the = 


last war, may I say this: there are many of 
us today who will stand by the conscienti- 
ous objector to the utmost of our ability 
both in his refusal to render military ser- 
vice and any service which may be regarded 


as making for war preparedness. 
(Rev.) G. R. MALAND, 
Wycombe Peace Pledge Union & Fellowship 
of Reconciliation. 
223 West Wycombe Road, High Wycombe, 
Bucks. 


The Military Training Bill published this 
week presents immediate problems to paci- 
fists, but also presents an opportunity for 
the pacifist to awaken public opinion to the 
pacifist case. The Government has provided 
fcr conscientious exemption, and through 
the use of the military tribunals it should 
be possible to gain that publicity for our 
beliefs which has so long been denied to 
us by the daily press. 

It is the duty of groups immediately to 
offer support to conscientious objectors, 
whether they be members or not, and if 
possible to supply the “ agents” referred to 
in the bill in order to defend such objectors 
as need help in examination by the tri- 
bunals. 

The greatest difficulty for the pacifist will 
no doubt be that of alternative national 
service. The pacifist is perfectly at liberty 
to maintain that his daily work is his best 
form of service to the community, especially 
if he spends part of his leisure time in 
public or social work. He is thus living the 
life of a democrat. 

But others may feel that they are pre- 
pared to admit the State’s right to compel 
_ them to do special work for six months. 

Probably the Government will also dictate 
the type of work to be done, but would it 
not be an admirable gesture if the Peace 
Pledge Union was to make itself respons- 
ible for some such scheme as that sponsored 
by the International Voluntary Service for 
Peace, to provide a holiday camp in Corn- 
wall for poor people, and for those members 
who feel the responsibility to do work of 
National importance for six months to use 
their efforts in such an enterprise of true 
service to the community? 


J. C. HATCH. 
Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge. 


May I, through the columns of Peace 
News, ask members of the Peace Pledge 
Union who feel that some national propa- 
ganda effort should be launched now, to 
send either to me or to headquarters, a post- 
cari indicating this, so that the Council 
might gauge the extent of support they 
would be likely to receive, for any con- 
certed effort. 

Postcards sent to me would be forwarded, 
with a copy of this letter, to headquarters. 


KENNETH F. WRAY. 
“Tinkers Dell,” Battle, Sussex. 


It seems not unlikely that the policy now 
being inaugurated by the Government will 
presently leave the dependents of a grow- 
ing number of conscientious objectors with- 
out means of support and frequently also 
without the sympathy of friends and neigh- 
bours. All such dependents are a moral 
charge upon pacifists everywhere. Here is 
occasion for a real expression of community 
spirit amongst the peace groups. Practical 
assistance can be rendered most readily by 
the immediate formation of sharing circles 
in which members will make themselves 
responsible in case of need for the spiritual 
and material support of those who may 


become conscience victims. 

Already inquiry has been received from some 
exploring the possibilities of local community 
centres based on income pooling and the cultiva- 
tion of a small land holding. Such centres would 
be designed to offer a home and the means of 
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= ISN’T Reginald Sorensen overlooking 
= one very important factor in the 
pacifist employee’s attitude to ARP? 


= My personal feeling about ARP is 
that it is a preparation in peace time 
for war, and bound therefore to in- 
= crease a feeling of war-consciousness. 
— For this reason it must be resisted. 
While, in the event of war, I would 
do nothing to endanger the lives of 
others and would co-operate whole- 
heartedly in any effort to relieve 
suffering, I do not feel justified as a 
conscientious pacifist in undertaking 
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progressive self subsistence to “conscience vic- 
tims” who may lose their employment through 
war resistance and for the dependents of those 
who may lose not only their livelihood but their 
liberty also. 

Any development of compulsory service, 
whether for civil or military defence measures, 
will be likely to bring demands upon the accom- 
modation of the existing Community groups 
which they cannot possibly hope to meet. The 
onus is upon individual peace groups to make 
their collective ventures of faith, taking heart 
from the courage of the pioneers and urged by 
a concern for those on whom the burden of re- 
sistance to the war machine is liable to fall first 
and most heavily. 

To this end the co-operation of those past nor- 
mal military age is likely to be particularly help- 
ful. Not indeed that Community is presented as 
a last resort in material emergency, but rather 
that the present circumstances can be made the 
opportunity for a positive and decisive witness 
to those very things which we so earnestly advo- 
cate—to good will, sympathy, sharing and co- 
operation. For if we are commanded to love our 
enemies, we are required also to “love the 
brethren”: our charity can not only begin at 
home but it can begin at once. 

LESLIE STUBBINGS, 
Hon Sec., Community Service Committee. 
Chancton, Dartnell Park, West Byfleet, Surrey. 


I personally find myself most exercised in mind 
as to the pacifist's duty with regard to Income 
Tax. Does it not smack of hypocrisy to expect 
the twenty-year-old pacifist to refuse to give 
himself to prepare for war, and yet to pay Income 
Tax for the prosecution of war-preparation? 

I recognize that cne cannot contract out of tax- 
paying for war altogether. But direct taxation 
through Income Tax is surely the individual's 
shel a in a way that indirect taxation is 
not. 

I wonder therefore if it is not now the pacifist’s 
duty to refuse to pay the proportion of Income 
Tax which is allocated for war preparations. If 
such is his duty, then it is a matter for corporate 
action. I ask for the advice and opinions of our 
Sponsors and other leaders. 

N. BLAMIRES. 

29 Marton Burn Road, Grove Hill, 

Middlesbrough. 


The conscription of young men of 20 to 21 calls 
for immediate and vigorous action by all war 
resisters, in the spirit of Blake's challenge: 
“Rouse up, O Young Men of the New Age.” We 
are all “ Young men of the new age”; we must 
identify ourselves with those now being drawn 
into the horrible machine, and answer conscrip- 
tion by organized civil disobedience. We must 
dedicate our whole lives, and if necessary lose 
them, in the fight to end the insane domination 
of State, which is making human life almost 
impossible. 

As a peace organization we must declare our 
non-allegiance to a State which trains youth for 
murder. We must make a clear statement of our 
determination to resist, and challenge the Gov- 
ernment to deal with us as it can. We must bring 
it to a fight now. 

Let us lead a vigorous campaign among the 
youth of the country and do all in our power 
to strengthen those young pacifists who are 
determined to stand firm. 

ERIC J. W. TAPSELL. 

Grecian House, Sunderland, Cockermouth. 


As a signatory of the Peace Pledge who objects 
strongly to compulsion, I cannot help feeling that 
many of us are making more fuss than we need 
about conscription. To give the devil his due, 
Mars has revealed an extremely civilized attitude 
toward conscientious objectors and it seems to 
me that those who genuinely object to being con- 
scripted have dnly to say so courageously to be 
exempted. 

Putting myself in the shoes of the militarists, 
I'm bound to say that I see their argument for 
putting up a show of efficiency even though it is 
mere window-dressing. I agree with you that 
the Government's decision has been made more 
Odious by conscripting men who are too young 
to bear any responsibility for the present situa- 
tion. But it has long been obvious that some 
form of conscription was inevitable as the Inter- 
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- all possible disasters short of a world war 


now any activity which could possibly 
be interpreted as a preparation for 
war. 

Why have so many of us refused 
gas masks? Simply because we be- 
lieve in our policy of peace and be- 
cause to accept a gas mask is to 
admit now that we have serious 
doubts about the success of our own 
pacifism. It is rather like the old 
adage about genuflecting to the devil, 


“just to be on the safe side.” 
VERA BARNES. 
17 Wellbeck Court, Addison Bridge Place, 
W.14. 
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national tension increased and therefore I can- 
not share your feeling of outraged surprise at 
this “ cowardly attack on human liberty ” without 
at the same time returning thanks that we are 
still the only country which respects the con- 
science of pacifists, and that in this respect we 
are more enlightened today than we ever have 
been before. 

At the risk of being called the devil’s advocate, 
I should like also to express the hope that con- 
scientious objectors will not lightly reject non- 
combatant service. As Laurence Housman has 
pointed out in these columns, militarists are not 
the only ruthless doctrinaires. My feeling is that 
those who hate war can best express their rejec- 
tion of it by helping to repair some of the damage 
which it will inflict on the community. For better 
or for worse, once war breaks out we cannot com- 
pletely sever all connexion with the Leviathan 
and we shall not be helping the cause of peace 
by becoming parasites upon a struggling monster. 

JAMES BRAMWELL. 
Sopers, Ditchling, Sussex. 


This letter is referred to in “The Editor's 
Point of View,” page 6. 


Port Kembla Iron 
Workers 


The following paragraph appeared on 
page 12 of Peace News of March 3, 1939:— 


“Following the refusal of dock workers to 
load scrap iron for Japan, and the support of 
this action by the iron workers, no fewer than 
3,500 workers, according to the bulletin of the 
International Peace Campaign, have been dis- 
missed by the Broken Hill Proprietary Company, 
owners of the Port Kembla Iron Works.” 

I regret to state that this statement is 
inaccurate in several particulars. 

The company had a contract to supply pig iron, 
not scrap iron, to Japan, and it was this pig iron 
that the Port Kembla wharf labourers refused to 
handle. About a year previously there had been 
trouble in Sydney and Melbourne, when the 
wharf labourers in those ports refused to load 
scrap iron for Japan. The IPC is apparently 
confusing the two incidents. 

Following the refusal of the wharf men to load 
the “pig,” the works did close down, but this 
was not an action of victimization, as might be 
implied from the statement. The close down 
was partly due to the accumulation of stocks of 
“pig” which could not be loaded away, and 
partly due to the usual closedown of the works 
at Christmas time. There has been no notice 
in the press to indicate that the works did not 
resume as usual early this year. 

The wharf labourers later agreed to load the 
Pig iron for Japan, following intervention by the 
Australian Federal Government. 

A. C. CLARKE. 
Higher Elementary School, Foster, Vic. Australia. 


Education for Peace 


While I whole-heartedly agree with 
Havelock Ellis’s contentions that schools 
should not insist on glorifying war through 
the history lesson, I should like to point 
out that the majority of girls’ schools have 


long since learned to do so. 

Further, the great achievements of peace are 
not passed over in silence but whole lessons are 
given to the subject. In these schools, too, 
European History has to a great extent taken the 
place of English History. Branches of the League 
of Nations Union have been formed usually 
under the presidency of the history specialist, 
and the members have in turn studied and read 
Papers on the contributions of various countries 
to the progress of mankind. 

Ought not some credit to be given to the 
schools for the change in the country’s attitude 
to war mentioned by Havelock Ellis in the be- 
ginning of his article and which he says is 
shared by the schoolboy? 

E. M. REELING. 


Capstones, Hatch End, Middx. 


WING to the very heavy correspondence on Conscription (of which we are 


~" only able to publish a selection) we regret we cannot give space to a large 
number of other letters received. 


“WSR. GEOFFREY WEST in your issue of 


April 28 concludes that “ another 
Munich ... might be even the greatest of 


obliterating civilization itself.” 

If this argument came from one of the 
many politicians who believe that the 
Munich settlement deprived embattled 
democracy of its best chance of annihilating 
Hitler in war, I should regard it 2s some- 
thing more to be forgotten, and pass on. 
But in Peace News... ! 

The Munich settlement ought to have 
been made years earlier, under better cir- 
cumstances; and further steps to peace 
should have followed quickly. The con- 
trary facts, of the denunciations and deser- 
tions of the settlement in this country, with 
a consequent slamming of the door on 
further conferences, form the real disaster. 

If we are always to wait for peace until 
we can enjoy pure, angelic peace, we shall 
be like famishing men in a desert, dying of 
thirst, yet refusing to look at anything less 
than a full draught from a crystal spring. 

PERCY REDFERN. 

Meadow End, Clement Road, Marple Bridge. 


“The Builders” 


I was among those who found the performance 
of R. H. Ward’s play The Builders at the Cripple- 
gate Theatre interesting, and at times enthralling. 
It was, therefore, very disappointing to read Mr. 
Gelder’s unsympathetic and unfriendly review 
in Peace News. If your reviewer had been con- 
tent to say that the play is not good theatre, 
or that the author has failed in his enterprising 
experiment of combining poetical allegory with 
a play about every-day life, that would have 
been fair criticism. But is it not far more 
worth while to make such an attempt than to 
write a conventional propaganda play? 

I hope it does not sound priggish to say so, 
but I did not find it any strain on my powers 
of concentration to follow the verse, much of 
which I thought a very fine and moving ex- 
pression of the ideas it was framed to convey. 

IRENE T. BARCLAY. 

64, Ellerton Road, London, S.W.18. 


An Appreciation 


I am writing to express my appreciation of 
Peace News, of which I am a constant reader. 

Its inspiring contributions, its facts, and its 
constructive peace outlook are among its most 
encouraging features. In the welter of con- 
fusion concerning the present world situation 
it is indeed refreshing to find in such a paper 
something which gives us hope in the midst of 
what sometimes leads on to despair. : 

An extensive campaign for its circulation in 
view of the misleading press statements and 
what is worse omissions of vital news upon 
which the issue of war or peace depends has 
indeed become one of our urgent needs. 

This note of encouragement to you and staff 
along with your excellent contributions is one 
which is prompted in deep sincerity. 

T. C. MORRIS. 

Cardiff. 


“What Can We Do?” 


“ Pacifists everywhere must be wondering 
just what they can do at this time to help 
build peace,” writes a correspondent. 
Here, in points from letters, are some 


suggestions.—Eb. 

From Mr. G. L G. Smith, 33 Silver Lane, West 
Wickham, Kent. 

Imagine the effect if every member of the 
Peace Pledge Union made it his or her business 
to spend this year’s holiday in Germany. Again, 
imagine the effect if each group offered hospi- 
tality to German people in their own homes for 
a fortnight this summer, thus demonstrating to 
our neighbours that Germans are human beings, 
capable of friendly feelings and wanting war as 
little as we. Don't say that it cannot be done, 
because it has been done successfully here for 
the last three years and plans are now being 
made for this year. I will gladly send full de- 
tails to anybody interested in starting a similar 
scheme. 

From Miss J. Heftel, 115 De Vere Gardens, 
Ilford, Essex. 

If the peace of the world is to be brought 
about, there must be a real family spirit among 
the nations. In other words, we must learn to 
care for the welfare of the peoples of .other 
countries just as if they were our own. Why 
not, then, all pacifists and others who really 
desire world peace (particularly people of 
wealth), organize a fund that will contribute 
toward the purchase of some of those foodstuffs 
(butter, fats, &c.) which it is known that Ger- 
many needs, and send them with a message of 
good will. 

From the Rev. H. J. Dale, “Hamara Ghar,” 
Lymington, Hants. 

No doubt many pacifists, like myself, are 
smokers. Why not let us sacrifice this luxury 
for the sake of our principles? It would serve 
two ends—one, withholding of revenue for armae 
ments, and two, the money previously spent on 
tobacco could be devoted to the cause of peace. 
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WE give below the second series cf contri- 

butions from those who resisted mili- 
tary training during the Great War. For 
those who may be called up when con- 
scription is enforced and who intend to 
resist it, the experiences described will be 
of particular interest. 


These contributions are collected from 
representatives of the various types of war- 
time objector. They include an “absolu- 
tist” and a man who was sentenced to 
death in France and afterwards worked in 
England under the Home Office Scheme 
for conscientious objectors. 


We also print a contribution from Miss 
Theodora Wilson Wilson, telling of the 
activities of those who were not themselves 
directly affected by conscription, but who 
supported the COs and worked for the 
cause which the COs had at heart. 

We hope to publish in succeeding issues 
a further selection of statements by war- 
time objectors. 


In and Out of Prison 


ONCE we had been handed over to the 
military those of us who felt that any 
form of alternative service was an un- 
necessary compromise spent our time either 
in prison or in the guard-room. 

Some of the earliest COs were sent to 
military prisons, but those of us who were 
arrested later only went to civil prisons. 
Our first sentence was served in Worm- 
wood Scrubbs, and during that period we 
went before a special tribunal which, if it 
judged us genuine, offered us the Home 
Office scheme. 

When we turned that down we finished our 
sentence at the Scrubbs, and at the end of it an 
escort arrived to take us back to barracks. 
There we spent about three weeks in the guard- 
room, during which time we received some 
order which we disobeyed and were court- 
martialled and again sentenced to _ prison, 
whither we were taken by another escort. 

The number of times this was repeated de- 
pended on the lengths of the sentences. 


REFUSED ALTERNATIVES 


It is difficult to explain in a few words 
why we took this position, without giving 
rise to misunderstanding. I refused alter- 
native service, work of national importance, 
because I felt that conscription meant 
organizing the country for war and national 
importance meant importance for war. 

In addition it was difficult to be sure that we 
would not be releasing someone else to fight, 
someone who otherwise would probably be 
thankful to be excused from that. ’ 

The Home Office Scheme I refused because it 
seemed to me to be only a way for making con- 
scription work more easily and I was not willing 
to help with that. I think I was not offered the 
Wakefield Scheme, but if I had been I should 
have refused on the same grounds. 

If conscription meant organizing for war I 
was only prepared to accept complete exemption. 


Sewell Harris. 


Labour Camp for COs. 


SOON after our arrival at Winchester we 

discovered that plans were being dis- 
cussed in Parliament for providing civilian 
work for conscientious objectors, but it was 
not until the middle of August, 1916, that 
we heard that we were to go to Wormwood 
Scrubbs Prison in order to appear before 
the Central Tribunal. 

The attitude of the Central Tribunal was a 
marked improvement upon that of the tribunals 
(Local and Appeal), before which I had appeared 
when claiming exemption. The tribunal 
appeared to be quite satisfied that I was a 
“ genuine conscientious objector.” mm, | 

After we had got back to Winchester, definite 
news arrived and we were asked individually | 
whether we were willing to do work of national | 
importance under civil control. The greater 
number expressed general agreement verbally, | 
although very few were prepared to sign the 
undertaking, a copy of which was subsequently 
handed to each one leaving to take up the work 
provided. . ( 

During the week ending September 2, parties 
of about thirty in number were discharged from 
the prison daily and most of these were sent to 
Dyce, a small village six miles from Aberdeen. 
I went with one such party. 


A LABOUR CAMP 


During the autumn of 1916 the Dyce 
Camp achieved no small measure of 
notoriety. Situated in the large field on a 
hillside and adjoining the granite quarries, 
it was, in wet weather, little better than a 


swamp, with mud inches deep. 

The work on the quarry was heavy enough for 
men in good health, but ten hours (as the Home 
Office desired) on. the quarry for men just re- 
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leased from the confinement of prison were 
manifestly absurd. 

The large degree of publicity given to the 
conditions prevalent at the camp, especially 
during the early days, brought a number of 
visitors, including several members of Parlia- 
ment. At the end of October, the Dyce Camp 
was closed, and all the men were given a week’s 
leave of absence with a free pass home, accom- 
panied by orders to report at the expiration of 
this period to the Wakefield Work Centre. 


INDIVIDUAL EMPLOYMENT 


The work done at Wakefield was on the 
same lines as all prison work: mail-bags, 
mats, twine, &c., in addition to the various 
domestic services. Later I was transferred 
to Dartmoor. 

The outstanding feature of the Home Office 
Scheme was the wastage of Jabour. Few men in 
the settlement had any opportunity for doing 
work for which they were in any degree 
qualified. 

Early in 1918 a step in the right direction was 
made when men, after twelve months’ satis- 
factory service under the Committee on Employ- 
ment of Conscientious Objectors, were allowed 
to take up individual employment, subject to the 
approval of the Committee. In accordance with 
this arrangement, I was allowed to-leave Prince- 
town early in April in order to work at the 
London Office of the Friends’ War Victims Re- 
lief Committee, to be finally discharged from the 
Home Office Scheme in April, 1919. 


Howard C. Marten 


Howard C. Marten was among the conscien- 
tious objectors who were taken to France and 
sentenced to be shot, the sentences being com- 
muted to ten years’ penal servitude. Up to that 
time his experiences were similar to those 
described by Fred J. Murfin last week. Like 


ANDREW STEWART on 

What the Tabloid 
Press Says of Those 
Who Will Not Fight 


THE Daily Mirror, which has for long 

occupied unchallenged the basement 
of English journalism, has achieved a new 
low level of nauseating reading. 

Four days before, it, in common with the 
other big-circulation dailies, exploited the 
Cenotaph in a full-page recruiting appeal, 
it published a strip-cartoon entitled, “Was 
She Right To Jilt Him?” 

It told the heart-rending story of a girl 
who was “in love” with a pacifist and 
who, when the call to service came, found 
herself unable to stand up to her family’s 
criticism of him, and left him. (“ Sud- 
gently I realized John was not a MAN at 
a ! , 

Then she met a man she “ could be proud 
of "—a Territorial—and the last picture of 
the series showed her walking in the park 
with her uniformed gallant, while, in the 
background, a pitiable figure—the pacifist, 
of course—skulks by, books under arm, 
shoulders unhealthily bent. 

Contemptible in style and content 
though the average Daily Mirror tabloid 
article is, it has never before approached 
anything so crude as this. 

Readers’ views were invited. Eight were 
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One of the letters received by Mr. Cecil 
Davies, the London University under- 
graduate who announced that he would 
neither fight nor do “alternative Service.” 
It is from “Elsie Wainwright, Belsize 


Ladies’ Boxing Club Middleweight 
Champion, 1937.” 
—_— es ~ —— 


Fred Murfin he was sent from France to Win- 
chester Prison; his subsequent experiences are 


How Women Helped 


IN looking back over a long life, I find many 

actions which I regret, but for any 
physical, nervous and spiritual energy I 
expended against War, between 1913 and 
1919, I thank God. 

In 1913 I attended the last great Peace 
Conference at The Hague where all were 
convinced that if the armament race con- 
tinued, war was inevitable. 

During the autumn of 1913 and onwards, 
the National Service League carried on a 
gigantic propaganda. 


Britain’s First Duty — the Case for 
National Service was sold for sixpence 
“everywhere.” 


Yet in the first edition, as I verified in 
the British Museum, the title was “ THE 
CASE FOR CONSCRIPTION.” 

Throughout the later editions of the book, 
the word “ Conscription” was changed to 
“National Service.” 


PEACE PROPAGANDA 


So the War came, and while some paci- 
fists felt that peace propaganda was out of 
place, some of us felt that so long as the 
casualty lists were coming out every day 
in all the stricken lands we, as women and 
as Christians, must work all we knew to 
“stop the War.” 


We wore a badge “In Christ's Name, Peace,’ 
and had many adventures in large and small 
meetings. One of my most vivid remembrances 
is the hospitality I received in the homes of 
miners and others in Wales, County Durham, 
and Scotland. 

Once a “Tommy” gripped my hand during an 
open-air meeting in Bristol and said: “ Miss I’m 
off to France tonight, but I’ll tell the boys in the 
trenches that the women are out for peace.” 

The remembrance brings the lump to the 
throat, for what did we do? For with all our 
endeavours, including the support of the ‘ Peace 
by Negotiation” campaign, I cannot see that we 
stopped the war by a single day. 

When Conscription came in, and so many keen 
workers were carried off elsewhere, we felt our 
task doubly important. 

The ‘“Knock-Out-Blow” ramp was de- 
moniacal, as was our “ Blockade” policy. 


RAIDED BY POLICE 


We shot out a leaflet which gained a very 
wide circulation through a patriotic London 
newspaper. 

“Why doom the boys in all the lands to 
another Winter’s Campaign? Think peace, 
work for peace and pray for peace in 
Christ’s name.” 

The police visited our offices for five hours, 
and took all they could, including 20,000 copies 
of The Last Weapon. 

The officers were most civil, and we gave them 
tea! But I told the chief, later, that the Govern- 
ment could not “ Pulp Truth.” 

Was our effort worth while? 

I think that some of us women felt like the 
women who stood beneath the Cross, who 
watched the murder of the Lord of Life. 


Theodora W. Wilson. 


_A MAN | COULD BE PROUD OF! 


Ex 


The thrilling climax of the strip cartoon story referred 


published. Four of them were from paci- 
fists. and, judged by Daily Mirror stan- 
dards, remarkably good answers they 
were. 

Here they are: 


I think that John was rather fortunate in 
getting rid of the girl so easily. 

Had she cared for him at ali she would have 
stood by him, come what may. 

She evidently does not appreciate that it is not 
absolutely necessary for a hero to be a soldier.— 
E. H. J. Beechey, 10 Walpole Street, Wolver- 
hampton. 

. * * . 


It is the GIRL THAT IS THE COWARD, not 
the man. 

He had the “ guts” to stand firm for the ideals 
he believed in. 

But she hadn't the pluck to stand by him for 
fear of what other people might say. 

I certainly do not think much of her.—Joan 
Collins, 4 Boswell House, Boswell Court, W.C.1. 
» - . . 

I think she did the right thing by giving him 
up, as he was far too good for her. 

The pacifist was a deep-thinking man, and if 
she had done some really deep thinking she 
would have come to a different decision. 

I was very much surprised to find such propa- 
ganda in the Daily Mirror.— Fairplay,” 
Chingford. 


* e * ° 


{ consider this article to be recruiting propa- 
ganda of the lowest type. 

You are setting up the ideal of the strong man 
as opposed to the thinking man—which ts 
barbaric in origin and savours of Nazi ideology. 

You are being intolerant to a minority opinion 
which includes some of the best men in this 
country—a procedure which you condemn when 
indulged in by Germany against the Jews. 

I consider REAL peace more likely to come 
through the efforts of pacifists than by reducing 
England to a barracks yard. 

And Mary showed remarkably little dis- 
crimination in preferring a man who was train- 
ing himself to murder, to a man who was 
devoting his life to the creation of friendship 
between the naticns.—G. H. Ireson. Trewarven, 
Gwavas Road, Newlyn, Penzance, Cornwall. 


THE Sunday Pictorial, which is really only 

the Sabbath edition of the Daily 
Mirror, took much the same line last week 
with an open letter from Lesley Storm 
(“ novelist. playwright, mother of a school- 
boy son”) to Cecil Davies. leader of the 
London University pacifist group, who re- 


to in this article. 


cently achieved uncomfortable publicity 
through his public declaration that he 
would neither fight nor do what the Gov- 
ernment was pleased to call “alternative 
service.” 

The letter is an involved and garrulous 
effort, and it is with some difficulty that 
one can pick out points that are coherent 
and worth answering 

She agrees with Mr. Davies, who said 
that he did not regard military service as 
any contribution to the happiness of man- 
kind. “None of us sees in it a contribution 
to happiness,” she writes. Well, one is 
entitled to ask, what is it a contribution to 
—unhappiness? 

‘Today,” writes Miss Storm, “I cannot 
conceive of conscientious objections to 
fighting unless one also has objections to 
survival, or resignation to non-survival.” 
Presumably, fighting is the way to sur- 
vival? Survival—through the suicidal im- 
pact of whole populations blasting one 
another into oblivion by death-dealing 
machinery of quite incalculable destruc- 
tive capacity! 


“DEFENSIVE” WAR 

Again: “A defensive war is the will to 
live magnified from an individual to a 
national scale.” A defensive war! The 
old catch-phrase. Let Lord Baldwin—no 
pacifist—debunk it yet again, as he did in 
7 ert of Commons on November 19, 

“The only defence is in offence, which 
means that you have to kill women and 
children more quickly than the enemy if 
you want to save yourselves.” 

Miss Storms main rebuke to Mr. Davies 
is that some other lad must “ fill the gap” 
he has left. Talking of gaps that must be 
filled, I wonder if Miss Storm has ever 
thought of the colossal gap that will have 
to be filled (will it ever be?) after the 
carnage for which she is nobly preparing: 
the gap caused by the obliteration of a 
generation, if not several generations, that 
simply could not be if the ideals for which 
Mr. Davies stands were generally held and 
worked for ? 

(continued on page 11) 
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PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices: 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 

Subscription Rates : Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 
THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the 
pacifist doctrine, no matter what their approach. Its activity 
is not confined to the registration of those who are opposed to 
war, but promotes and encourages a constructive peace policy. 
Members are attached to local groups designed to achieve a 
communal peace mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give your pledge on a 
postcard:— 

Ll renounce war and I will never support or sanction 


another, 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card to The Peace 
Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, Londox, W.C.1. 


The Editor's Point ot View 


The Real Objection 


to Conscription 


ME. ERNEST BROWN, the Minister of Labour, pro- 
iv ohesied in the House of Commons last Thursday that 
“those who made hasty speeches now and said that they 
would not give way would conform to the democratic 
method” (his euphemism for conscription). But ulti- 
mately Mr. Brown’s real victims are not so likely to be 
those who by brave but irrelevant talk of what they will 
face rather than fight, unnecessarily bring upon them- 
selves and their less willing fellows the resentment that 
will come soon enough in the ordinary course of events 
as those who are already lulling themselves to sleep with 
the comfortable assurance that, the objector’s conscience 
being provided by the Conscription Bill with ample 
cotton wool to keep it safe, all is well. It is in itself a 
more sinister thing than anything that may be in the 
Government’s mind that those who have adopted this 
attitude are the readiest apologists among professing paci- 
fists, for conscription—their professions notwithstanding. 

Criticisms of comparative or actual detail can easily 
be met. Indeed, the pacifist must give all the credit that 
is due to the Government for its generous provision for 
respecting the conscience of pacifists and for its equally 
generous interpretation of “the general line on which 
we want the tribunals to proceed "—not forgetting that 
credit is also due for that generosity to the handful of 
pacifists who made their heroic stand during the Great 
War and to the thousands of the Peace Pledge Union and 
other movements who have since endeavoured to ensure 
that that stand should not have been in vain. But it is 
quite another matter to say, as a correspondent seems to 
suggest, that respect for a firm conviction constitutes the 


safeguarding of human liberty. 
» ~ * 


Even if liberty be not given the extreme and somewhat 
anarchic interpretation of freedom to be foolish even at 
the expense of others (although statesmen certainly 
seem at times to have that liberty), it must surely include 
freedom both to urge and to adopt new ideas and prac- 
tices in regard to relations between one another and 
particularly in regard to war and its prevention. A 
statement in Parliament by the Prime Minister (reported 
on another page) clearly establishes that the Military 
Training Bill gives those on the register of conscientious 
objectors freedom from all interference in their propa- 
ganda and action for peace. But the soldier’s freedom 
to be influenced by such action or propaganda is the sort 
of fre2dom that anyone has, say, to buy an expensive car. 

In other words, leaving quibbles aside and considering 
imaginatively the position of the soldier, the very fact 
of his circumstances—military environment, training, 
and thought—makes the admission of contrary thoughts 
well nigh impossible (while the Incitement to Disaffec- 
tion Act seeks to ensure this) and the adoption and pur- 
suit of those thoughts proportionately more difficult still. 
Even 59, of course, the pacifist has little to actually com- 
plain of (besides legal bars like the Act already men- 
tioned) while men remain free to become soldiers or not. 

Hence, therefore, their unqualified condemnation of 
conscription. For not only does it compel men to turn 
away from a particular line in the search for truth, but 
it establishes a precedent. And as it is not the first such 
hindrance there can be no confidence (to put it mildly) 
that it will be the last. 

. * * 

Details. such as starting on those least able to protect 
themselves against the compulsion either of law or of 
popular opinon (and least responsible for the situation 
which is alleged to have made conscription necessary), 
and such as the compulsion of every school’s authorities 
to supply any information concerning their pupils that 
the Minister of Labour may ask for, only make the Mili- 
tary Training Bill a more vicious measure than it might 
have been. Just as certain details of another kind make 
it rather less objectionable. What remains is what every 
true democrat and lover of freedom will continue to fight 
for long after the Government has worn down the last 
more superficial objection—the beginnings of fascism. of 
totalitarianism. Or, if those words seem too harsh to be 
credible, the claim of a number of men to control the 
whole lives of other men, including even their thoughts. 

That is why every democrat should try to prevent the 
passage of the Bill. But it may be that the only effective 
opposition to it will lie in steadfastly maintaining free- 
dom by exercising it in spite of the measure. At all 
events. that is how our liberties have been won in the 
past, and not by either armed force or acquiescence. 


Humphrey 8. Moore _ 
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THE THREE NEW NATIONAL 


MEMBERS OF THE P.P.U. 


CENTRAL COUNCIL SEND 


A Message to the 
Rank-and-File 


“We Must Stand 


‘ Firm ” 
(FROM RUTH FRY) 


WANT to thank the members of the PPU 
| | very warmly for the honour they have done 

me in electing me as a member of the 
Council. 

I only wish that I had far more time and 
strength to devote to its great work, for at times 
like these, when we are of necessity so much cut 
off from the majority of our fellow citizens in 
thought and action, it is a joy and privilege to 
work with those who agree with us on this 
fundamental principle. 

Those of us who lived and worked through 
the years of 1914 to 18 must feel, I think, that 
nothing short of standing firm, come what may, 
can give our conscience any happiness or satis- 
faction. It is a help if we see this before the 
actual emergency, that as far as possible we 
may be forearmed by being forewarned. 

It is a help, too, if we see how amazingly 
up-to-date are the laws of Christ. I have been 
re-reading them this morning in that delightful 
version The Golden Treasury of the Bible and 
find these words—more completely to the point 
than anything I can say:— 


“Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and 
shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for 
my name’s sake And then shall many stumble and 
shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.... 
But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be 
saved. And this gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world, for a witness unto all nations.” 


I Follow George 


Lansbury 2 
(FROM Dr. MAUDE ROYDEN) 


J AM glad to send a message of thanks to the 

Peace Pledge Union for electing me a 
member of the new Council. 

I am all the more grateful that I realize 
that my views on, for example, ARP are not 
those of many of my fellow-members. I don’t 
mean that I should rush into active service as 
an Air Warden for example ! 

But I do mean that my brand of pacifism 
accepts the position that suffering is an absolute 
claim, and that one has to do one’s best to 
relieve it and to prevent it in every way that 
one can. 

Still, as I believe that I am a follower of 
George Lansbury in this, I take it for granted 
that my opinions are not too heretical for the 
PPU. Since Dick left us, there is no one in the 
country whose leadership I more willingly 
follow, nor one with whose words and acts I find 
myself more completely in agreement. 


“We Must Redouble 


Our Energies =e 
(FROM ANDREW STEWART) 


war election to the new Council came‘as such 

a surprise that even, now I can only 
weakly say “ Thank you ” to all who voted for 
me, and to add that I shall do my best to justify 
their confidence in me. 


As a bunch we differ little from the board of Sponsors 
we have replaced. I am glad of this: because nothing 
could better have symbolized the sort of Union our 
founder had in mind than the widely diversified types 
he invited to co-operate with him. Across the one round 
table atheist faced Christian, and philosopher politician, 
united by a simple pledge. We must strive to ensure 
that it shall always be so. 


Ba 

It seems to be expected of conciliary novitiates that 
they should send “a message ” to the rank-and-file. 

Well, all I can say is that I expect the year ahead to 
be our testing time, and that our triumphant emergence, 
or the reverse, depends upon every single one of us. 

The forces of fear, hatred and violence are gaining 
ground. Their propaganda is, as of old, skilfully har- 
nessing to their support, paradoxically enough, all that 
is finest in ordinary folk: service, self-sacrifice, love of 
home, of freedom, of justice, of humanity. All the 
ancient, well-tried and noble slogans are being revived 
for yet another betrayal of them. We must not let 
that be. 


Bg 

We must redouble our energies—and reports from all 
over the country, I am gald to say, indicate that we are— 
to counter this blatant hypocrisy and avert what would 
in all probability be the final catastrophe. Each indi- 
vidual one of us can play some part in this. We can 
reassure timorous neighbours and friends; we can 
challenge the erroneous and terribly prejudiced state- 
ments which are now so current in the Tube and in the 
train and at the street corner; we can distribute 
literature and sell Peace News; and we can still hold 
meetings. 

About meetings—I would urge every individual and 
group to get out into the market place and proclaim 
their gospel as revolutionary evangelists have always 
successfully done, at least ever since Christ trudged the 
dusty roads of Judea. No funds are necessary for 
propaganda of this most effective kind. One soap-box, 


one lung and unshakeable convictions are the only 
essentials. 


v4 

Folk may be becoming apathetic about war, and may 
be talking of its “inevitability.” But they do not do so 
with any enthusiasm. In their hearts they fear it, hate 
it and know it to be futile. Therein lies the great 
Opportunity facing the modern pacifist movement. 

Aldous Huxley, in his What Are You Going To Do 
About It? says that to effect a desirable social change, 
such as the outlawry of war, feeling must be co- 
ordinated with willing and thinking. The feeling is 
already there in the hearts of the vast mass of the 
peoples of the world. It is the historic task of the Peace 
Pledge Union to help them to peace-willing and peace- 
thinking, without which peace-feeling must be impotent 
and disillusionment inevitable. 


_— —>—____. 


Pearls and Pepper 


So many goodly cities ransacked and razed ; so many 
nations destroyed and made desolate ; so infinite millions 
of harmless people of all sexes, states and ages, mas- 


the fairest and the best part of: the world topsiturvied 


ruined and defaced for the traffic of pearls and pepper! ! 


O mechanical victories, O base conquest. 
Michael de Montaigne. Essays, 
Book III, vi. 1588. Tr. John Florio. 


Vice Versa! 


Peace is a great evil, war a great boon ; peace is our 
death, war our life; peace scatters us, war brings us 


meercdl 131th : z ry together ; peace kills the good, war is their mainstay 3 
ravaged and put e sword; and the richest, { peace is for the wicked, war for the true Christian. To 


him therefore who desires sweet rest, and the recovery 
of his‘true liberty, war is necessary, peace worthless. 


L’Abbe de la Frenade. 
Les Triomphes du Roy, 1609. 
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—Just One Big— 
Happy Family 


“ A MONG the armies and soldiers of 

the world the British soldier is 
especially entitled to feel proud of 
himself and his Service, for several 
good and sufficient reasons. 

“In the first place, he is a volunteer: 
he serves because he wishes to, and 
not because he must. That means 
that the British Army contains no 
misfits and no faint-hearts. A volun- 
tary army also breeds a sense of com- 
panionship between all ranks which is 
entirely lacking in conscripted armies. 

“With some Continental armies the 
rank and file behold their officers but 
rarely; their training and well-being 
are committed almost entirely to the 
hands of non-commissioned -officers— 
and none too considerate non-commis- 
sioned officers at that. But the 
British Army is one big, united com- 
munity... .” 

From a pamphlet, His Majesty’s 
Army, published by the War Office. 


Friendship Message 


to German People 


Urged 


"THE Committee representing the million 
signatories to the Petition “for a 
new Peace Conference” has sent a letter 
to the Prime Minister urging him, in view 
of Herr Hitler’s charges of British hostility 
to Germany, to address a message to the 
German people, asserting the common in- 
terests of the British and German people 
in assuring a genuine peace and repudiat- 
ing the charge, and indicating the positive 
contributions Great Britain would be pre- 
pared to make to the establishment of “a 
firm economic security ” for all the nations. 
“The great majority of the British people,” 
says the letter, “bear no hostility toward the 
German people and however apprehensive they 
may be of the consequences of German official 
policy, they remain profoundly unconvinced of 
any fundamenal divergence of interest between 
the two peoples or by any assumption that war 
between their countries is in any respect in- 
evitable and could be—if it came—anything but 
equally disastrous to their common needs and 
aspirations.” 

The letter expresses the view “that every 
possible means should be found within the next 
few weeks to bring home to the German people 
that the charge of hostility toward them on the 
part of the British people has no foundation and 
that far from obstructing the fulfilment of their 
legitimate interests, Great Britain is not only 
eager to help in a peaceful realization of them, 
but is ready without hesitation to make the con- 
tributions necessary for this purpose.” 


Swords Into Ploughshares 

A writer in The New Statesman and 
Nation declared on April 15 that King Zog 
of Albania had described the army as “a 
useless drain on the public purses, since 
Albania could never hope to defend herself 
unsupported. 

“He even sketched out a plan by which 
half the next batch of conscripts would be 
drafted on the land to be trained in the 
use of the plough instead of the bayonet.” 


“ Questions the Tribunal May Ask ” 


Owing to extreme pressure on space, this 
article, announced last week, has been 
unavoidably held over. 


Youth Revolts Against 
Conscription 


THOUSANDS SEE PROTEST MARCHES 
IN LONDON’S WEST END 


T WO demonstrations in the 


The first was on Thursday 


West End of London have been 


outstanding features of the nation-wide campaign against 
conscription during the past eight days. , 


of last week, when about 2,000 


members of the Peace Pledge Union, No Conscription League, 
Independent Labour Party, Women’s Co-operative Guilds, and 


other organizations marched in 
banners and posters. 
under 235. 


procession carrying appropriate 


One of the sections was composed of men 


The second took the form of a “no conscription” contingent 
in the Labour Movement’s May Day procession on Sunday from 
Victoria Embankment to Hyde Park—(reported on page 12). 


It is significant that this section was easily the largest in the whole demon- 


stration. 
dividual members of the PPU. 


It was estimated to contain about 850 people, of whom 450 were in- 


About 75 Manchester pacifists also formed one of the largest contingents in 
the May Day demonstration in that city. 
Other aspects of the revolt against conscription are reported on page 2. 


The procession on Thursday started from 
Dick Sheppard House, national headquar- 
ters of the PPU in Endsleigh Street, and 
passed along Woburn Place, Southampton 
Row, New Oxford Street, Oxford Street, 
Regent Street, Piccadilly, Shaftesbury 
Avenue, Cambridge Circus, Charing Cross 
Road, Tottenham Court Road, Euston Road, 
and so back to Endsleigh Street. 


Starting at 630 p.m. it attracted the 
attention of thousands of Londoners return- 
ing home from work. 


A band joined the procession in Shaftes- 
bury Avenue. 

The demonstration was divided into sec- 
tions—men under 25, women, ex-Service 
men, and so on. Some of the banners car- 
ried by these sections were: 

Men under 25: “Youth Demands Interna- 
tional Co-operation for Peace, not Conscription 
for War.” ‘“ Young men pay for old men’s folly.” 
The latter received the greatest applause from 
the crowd. 

Women: “Refuse Conscription.” 

Ex-Service men: “Wars Will Cease When Men 
Refuse to Fight” 

Conscientious Objectors of 1914-18 and 
Ministers of religion: “Haig said: ‘It is the 
business of the Churches to make my business 
impossible.’ ” 

Some 1,700 people were in the procession 
when it started; others joined en route and 
the demonstrators numbered more than 
2,000 by the time they returned. 


Public Interest 


Before the procession moved off some 
demonstrators were amused by the presence 
of two van-loads of police who, on being 
told they would not be needed, retorted 
that they were available for the protection 
of the marchers, if necessary. 

Actually there were no “ incidents,” 
apart from caustic comments from by- 
standers along the route, and an attempt by 


The Scout Promise 


“Anyone Who Can Conscientiously 


Make It May Join Us” 


LURTHER statements on the interpreta- 
tion of the promise made by members 
of the Scout Movement have come to light 
following the report in Peace News a fort- 
night ago of the “resignation” of a Scout 
following his expression of pacifist views 
in an article in Peace News. 
Mr. J. W. Poynter, of Highbury, reports 
that last year he received this assurance: 
“Lord Somers (Deputy Chief Scout) has asked 
me to say that any person who can conscien- 
tiously make the Scout Promise is eligible for 
membership of the Movement.” 


Mr. Poynter comments: “From this it 
appears that the simple making of the 
promise is enough}.and inquiries into men- 
tal interpretations of if are out of order.” 

Mr. Peter W. Cowie, of Glasgow, wrote to 
Mr. F. Hadyn Dimmock, Editor of The 


—Deputy Chief 


Scout, about eighteen months ago, asking 
for his advice and declaring his belief that 
the promise of duty to God came before 
that of duty to the King. Mr. Dimmock 
replied: 


“Everyone has a right to his own opinion on 
this very important question. As you see your 
duty so must you carry it out. Your allegiance 
to your King and Country is not wholly a ques- 
tion of fighting in time of war, but a civil 
allegiance to carry out, to the best of your 
ability, the laws of the country and the con- 
stitution, to live peaceably and decently, regard- 
ing the King as the head of the State and doing 
all you can to serve best your country’s interests. 


“If this country engaged in a war you alone 
must judge whether or no you should take up 
arms, and that decision, whichever way it went, 
would not mean that you had broken faith with 
the promise you had made as a Scout.” 


one elderly man to knock leaflets from the 
hand of a PPU member. Such people were 
by no means representative of the on- 
lookers, many of whom gladly took the 
proferred leafiets, while the sale of 400 
copies of Peace News testified to public 
interest in the pacifist message. 


Such interest was at times embarrassing 
to leaflet distributors, who found occasion- 
ally themselves behind the procession as 
the result of being detained by members of 
the public in friendly argument. 


Impressive Scene 


Though the demonstration caused a stir 
along the whole route, most impressive of 
all was the scene outside Dick Sheppard 
House on its return. 


The band went to one side of the street, ; 
where it continued playing, and marchers | 
from the head of the procession lined the 
street to cheer the arrival of the remainder, 
until Endsleigh Street was filled with dem- 
onstrators. 


There followed short speeches by John 
Barclay and Canon Morris—and a tribute 
to the helpfulness of the police in the form 
of a cheer!—and the crowd soon dispersed, 
some going to the House of Commons to 
lobby their MPs. 

A police inspector afterwards admitted 
that the demonstration was exceptionally 
orderly, and particularly appreciated the 
fact that some PPU members cleared up 
litter left in Endsleigh Street after the 
crowd had gone. 


Christian Pacifist Party 
Changes its Name 


Following the secession of a number of 
its members (who will develop particularly 
a form of communal living), the Christian 
Pacifist Party will in future be known as 
the Christian Pacifist Political Movement. 
The secretary is the Rev. T. R. King, 46 
Worcester Road, London, E.17. ' 


"So old Brown's retired at fast! 


St. Pancras Building Society for him.” 


"Yes, | was at the presentation. 
pleasant it was, after the jolts and worries 
swiftly-moving train of life. to pull up in the 
comfort of St. Pancras. Neat, | thought." 


You may only get the illuminated address, 


savings now. 


Ae 
/s 
AT THE PRESENTATION 


They've given him 
an illuminated address and put two hundred pounds in 


Brown said how 


be prudent to make St. Pancras the terminus for your 
Write for a free copy of the Society's 
"Guide for Investors," which will show you how. 


Managing Director : E. W. BALES 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


ST. PANCRAS HOUSE, PARKWAY, N.W.1 
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The “no conscription” contingent in the 


London May Day demonstration last 
Sunday—marching along the Embankment 
to Hyde Park. 


East Midlands 
P.P.U. Council 
Member Elected 


ME. CHARLES BALDWIN, of Notting- 
ham, has been elected to represent 

the East Midlands Area on the Central 

Council of the Peace Pledge Union. 


Competition for Readers 


Readers of Peace News are anxious to 
clear up the difficulties encountered by the 
potential pacifist. That has been made 
clear by the immediate response to our in- 
vitation to readers last week to send re- 
plies to an argument often met with by 
pacifists, and one which keeps many sym- 
pathetic people from joining the pacifist 
movement. 

Books to the value of 5s. will be given to 
each of the writers of the three best re- 
plies. Other details of the competition 
appeared last week. 

Results will be announced later. 
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‘Toward a Parliament 
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BOOKS 


of Man 


By W. B. CURRY 


Union Now. By Clarence K. Streit. 

Jonathan Cape, 10s. 6d. 

NION NOW may prove to be the most 

| important book published in this 
generation. Like many American 

books it is too long, and I should like to see 
it re-written at half its present length; but 
that is because I want everyone to read it. 

I am normally averse to compulsion, 
but I wish I knew some way of compelling 
every person over fifteen in the civilized 
world to read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest the first chapter, which contains the 
gist of the book, and which I am glad to 
hear is being published separately as a 
pamphlet. 

The idea of a Parliament of Man is one 
with which we are all familiar, but for the 
most part as a vague sentimental aspiration, 
possibly to be realized by our remote de- 
scendants. The great merit of Mr. Streits’ 
book is that he takes this idea and brings 
it down to brass tacks. He shows that 
the creation of a Federal Union is a job, not 
for posterity, but for us now, and that it is 
the only hopeful method by which we can 
attempt to escape from the disasters which 
threaten to overtake us. 


The Obstacle in 


Sovereignty 


In an interdependent world national 
isolation is mere foolishness. There is no 
escape from finding some way of regulating 
our common and overlapping concerns. 
Alliances, the balance of power, reliance 
on the armed might of the sovereign State, 
these things neither solve problems, main- 
tain peace, nor preserve freedom. 

What about a League? Its principal and 
ultimate fatal defects is that it attempts to 
solve international problems while main- 
taining national sovereignty. Hence the 
unanimity rule. Hence the clumsy pro- 
cedure and endless delay. ; 

Suppose the Parliament at Westminster 
consisted of the representatives of County 
Councils; that all decisions had to be unani- 
mous since the counties were sovereign and 
could not agree to be over-ridden by a 
majority vote: and that in addition all 
decisions, even though unanimous, were 
subject to ratification by the County 
Councils themselves. 

There would be endless confusion, ineffi- 
ciency, bickering, delay, threats of civil war 
and threats of secession, attributable, not to 
democracy. but to sovereignty. 


Man as the Unit 


What is the alternative? It is Union, that 
method which has already been a success in 
the Swiss Confederation and in the United 
States cf America. 

A League, as Mr. Streit points out, is a 
government of governments, by govern- 
ments, and (werst of all) for governments. 
Union, of the democratic federal kind, in 
which man and not the State is the unit, is 
government of the people, by the people, 
and for the people. And it is only when 
man and not the State is the unit, that 
government can attend to its proper busi- 
ness, which is not to secure the rights and 
power cof gavernment, but those forgotten 
ends of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.” 

But, it will be maintained, a democratic 
federal union is too remote to be seriously 
entertained as a solution of our present 
difficulties. To which the answer is two- 
fold. 

First, what other solution is there? All 
other methods are mere expedients to tide 
over from one crisis to the next. What the 
world suffers from is too much national 
government and too little international 
government. 

It suffers from sovereignty and patriot- 
ism; from too many currencies; from too 
many independently controlled armed 
forces; from tariffs and trade barriers which 
make no sort of sense in terms of total 
human welfare; from the subordination of 
the individual human being, his happiness, 
freedom and dignity, to the lust for power, 


and to the fears, of national sovereign 
States. 

What, but Union, can get rid of these 
things? And what political end can com- 
pare in importance, at this moment, with 
getting rid of these things? 


Lesson of History 


Secondly, there is history. Thomas Paine, 
himself one of the principal architects of 
the American Union, wrote in 1787, just two 
years before Union was achieved, these 
words: “Made up as it is of people from 
different nations, accustomed to different 
forms and habits of government, speaking 
different languages, and more different in 
their modes of worship, it would appear that 
the union of such a people was impractic- 
able.” 

He was speaking, not of Europe or the 
world, but of the American republics. It 
is exactly how people speak of the problem 
which confronts us today. 

“In 1786,” I quote Mr. Streit, “ Trade dis- 
putes threatened war between New York, 
Connecticut and New Jersey. Territorial 
disputes led to bloodshed and threat of war 
between New York, New Hampshire and 
Vermont, and between Connecticut and 
Pennsylvania .... they lived in a time 
when New York was protecting its fuel in- 
terests by a tariff on Connecticut wood, and 
its farmers by duties on New Jersey butter.” 
The problems of the thirteen infant democ- 
racies were, in short, our problems, and they 
solved them in the only way in which they 
can be solved, namely by Union. 

What of the practical difficulties? How 
are we to establish a common currency, 
abolish tariffs, set up a common citizenship? 
“The makers of the first Union were not 
delayed by such considerations. They 
abolished each State’s right to levy tariffs, 
issue money, make treaties, and keep an 
army, and they gave these rights to the 
Union without waiting for a plan to meet 
the difficulties of changing from protection 
to free trade, &c... they were right in 
treating all this as secondary and leaving it 
to the Union itself to solve.” 

Of course they were right! When Hitler 
annexed Austria or Bohemia, was he de- 
terred by any such difficulties? When has 
an anticipated inability to solve them ever 
prevented conquest or held up the march of 
Empire? They would never deter anyone 
who wanted Union. They are a very use- 
ful bogy for those who dislike the idea of 
Union and wish to discover impediments to 
its realization. 


Problem of the Dictators 


There is, however, the very real impedi- 
ment that the governments of the totali- 
tarian States are pledged to oppose all the 
ideas on which a democratic federal union 
would be based. Some help may come 
from Germans or Italians. None will come 
from Hitler or Mussolini. It is their de- 
clared aim to eradicate “all the principles 
of 1769.” We must therefore proceed with- 
out the dictators. 

Mr. Streit proposes a Union, in the first 
place, of the USA, the United Kingdom, 
Ireland, and the British self-governing 
Dominions, France, Finland, Denmark, Nor- 
way, Sweden, Belgium, Holland, Switzer- 
land. He shows conclusively that their 
aggregate power is such that an attack on 
them would be an altogether foolhardy en- 
terprise, and that they could make such a 
vast improvement in the conditions of life 
of their peoples that others would presently 
clamour to come in. As peoples, not as 
governments, they must of course be free 
to enter whenever they please, subject only 
to willingness to accept the constitution of 
the Union. 


Nueleus of World 
Government 


The Union is not against anyone; it is not 
an alliance. It is the nucleus of world 
government, and it begins with only some | 
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nations because that is the only way at 
present in which it can hope to make a start. 

But read this book. It is full of impor- 
tant matter to which I have not space even 
to refer. It even contains a draft consti- 
tution, and much other detailed discussion. 

Pacifists must not remain content with 
refusal to fight in national wars; their re- 
fusal will not prevent war for there are not 
enough of them, and in any case refusal to 
fight is not a solution of the problems that 
give rise to war. 

Government is the only alternative to 
solution by combat that mankind has dis- 
covered, and democracy the only safeguard 
of freedom. 

But only some problems are world prob- 
lems; other are local problems. Hence the 
need for a federal structure with a democra- 
tic basis, with the individual human being 
as the unit 

It is all there in Mr. Streit’s book. Read 
it, and if you agree with m2 as to the im- 
portance of its message, preach it, and make 
your friends read it. Write to Federal 
Union, at 44 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1, 
for particulars of an organization which is 
being formed to study and promote its 
ideas. For, as Mr. Streit concludes, “If you 
and I and the other man and woman work- 
ing freely and equally together cannot gain 
our common end, then how on earth can it 
be gained?” 


ny 


Peace Policies: 


A Survey 


Peace or War, and Polilical Parties: A Com- 
parative Survey. By J. A. Laws and H. L. 
Peacock. Heffer & Sons. 1s. each. 


HE first of these booklets summarizes the 

attitude to the problem of war of various 

social groupings—the political parties, churches, 
and the different peace movements. 

It opens with a useful chapter on the effects 
of war, taken largely from pacifist literature, and 
after the different groups’ proposals, &c., have 
been given there is a “critical survey” which 
would also be of value if it did not contain this 
misrepresentation. “In their [pacifists’] opinion, 
the causes of war, while accentuated by class 
conflicts, are not due to any inevitable class con- 
flicts within society. Such conflicts are, to the 
pacifists, the direct machinations of those who 
wish to adopt this means toward a political end.” 

Some pacifists, at any rate, do look upon class 
conflict as inevitable in our present society, and 
believe that only the application of pacifist prin- 
ciples can resolve it. 


Again, the authors say that the religious and 


pacifist movements have “a tendency to confuse 
what they would wish with what is practicable” 
—The old cry of “impractical idealism,” while 
the severely “ practical” rulers of the world are 
proving daily their complete inability tc attain 
real peace! 

In the second pamphlet (published two years 
ago and now reprinted with minor corrections) 
the authors have had an easier task, for parties 
are committed to easily ascertainable pro- 
grammes. 

Supporters of pacifist political parties will 
tegret, however, that no mention of them is made 
in this work. 

A useful feature of each booklet is the list 
of basic questions given at the end. 


IW.C. 


May 12, 1939 


Competition for 
Recruits in 
Manchester 


"THERE were contrasts and incon- 
gruities in Albert Square 
recently. 

The Territorial soldiers, manning 
the vehicles that halted there at the 
end of their recruiting drive, were 
distributing leaflets. So were the 
Peace Pledge Union. 

You could receive “Join the Modern 
Ardwicks” in one hand and “I Re- 
nounce War” in the other; some of the 
Territorial officers had bought copies 
of “Peace News” and were standing 
about in their martial splendour 
reading them. 

—Manchester Guardian. 


Third Time Lucky 


NgORE encouragement for those whose 
$5 attempts to secure the provision of 
Peace News in public libraries have been 
unsuccessful comes from Chiswick, where 
the Borough Council has just agreed that 
the paper should be provided each week. 

The proposal had been rejected on two 
previous occasions. 

This time the Libraries and Museums 
Committee recommended that the paper 
should not be provided, but the council 
agreed to admit the paper (as well as The 
Christian Pacifist) after hearing arguments 
that it was dangerous to refuse expression 
to the views of a minority, and that it was 
the function of the Libraries Committee to 
supply literature for the burgesses of the 
borough, irrespective of religious or any 
other creed. 

Three other additions have to be recorded 
in the list of libraries now providing Peace 
News each week—those at Bexley (largest 
town in Kent), Llwynhendy and Tunstall. 

This brings the number of such libraries 
up to 390. Is yours among them? 


PEACEMAKERS OF THE WORLD, UNITE. YOU 
HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE BUT YOUR FEARS 
READ 
“WHAT OF THE FUTURE?“ 

By VIN WILLIAMS 
PRICE - - SIXPENCE 


THE POSITIVE CHRISTIAN CHALLENGE 
AND ANSWER TO THE WARMONGER 
From all Newsagents and Booksellers. Whole- 
sale supplies from W. H. Smith & Son, Ltd. 
Issued by the Brotherhood of Christian 
Crusaders, Woodhouse, Sheffield. 


THOSE 
STRANGE 
YEARS 


A Thriller of 1914-1918 


By Theodora Wilson Wilson 
(Daniel & Co., 2s. 6d.) 


“All sorts pass through these pages; 
patriots, pacifists, profiteers, and the 
stupidity of the whole business stands out 
in stark reality.” —Reynolds News. 

“Many will live over again the mental 
excitement and soul-struggle, as well as 
the thrill and excitement of that time.” 

—The Friend. 

George Lansbury, M.P., hopes the book 
will “get into the hands of thousands of 
young people.” ‘ 

The Author gives (without fee) readings 
from her play Across Yonder, and Those 
Strange Years.—8 Glenloch Road, N.W.3. 


UNION is the only constructive foreign 


policy which squares with pacifist beliefs 


All pacifists should come to the public 


meeting at Friends House, 8pm Thurs 18 
May when BARBARA WOOTTON will advocate 


Usion 


All those who already believe in Union 


should help to bring it about by writing 
to FZDERAL UNION, 44 Gordon Square, 


London, W.C.1. 
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ROSE MACAULAY The 
“Speaking Personally,” 


Y “words” I do not mean here 


discusses 
poetry or prose, but those 


Bees words, mames, oF 


phrases, the repetition of which 
seems to exercise a kind of hypnosis 
over human reason and emotion, 
either through having acquired a 
nimbus of virtue, or through some 
explosive quality which makes them 
go off like a bomb in the mind of 


speaker and hearer. 

To consider a few of such words unemo- 
tionally is perhaps to dip the bomb for a 
moment in a bucket of cooling water, or, 
alternatively, to rub some of the gilt off the 
halo. As a good many of them are rather 
war-like in content and purpose, perhaps 
it is not too trivial, or irrelevant to the pur- 
poses of Peace News, to discuss a few of 
them, at a time when larger issues seem to 
elude and defy comment. 

It is, apparently, inevitable that the 
names of political parties should assume, in 
the mouths of those belonging to opposed 
parties, the violent, but somewhat impre- 
cise, character of swear-words. Fascist, 
Nazi, Bolshevist, Marxist, Red, with how 
little coolness these are cemmonly uttered 
by those who cannot approve the tenets 
they imply! 

To hear a Spaniard hissing Fascistas, or 
another Spaniard Rojos (Reds) is to be 
plunged into the Spanish arena among 
angry bulls charging enraged at red flags, 
and matadors determined that the bulls 
must die. Lately I heard “the Reds” 
uttered in this tone by a member of the 
Spanish Consulate staff. No visitors were 
allowed in Spain, said he, except those 
without sympathy with the Reds; their 
political views had to be guaranteed by two 
residents in Spain, and if subsequently 
“ Reddish ” sympathies should be suspected 
in them, “it would not be pleasant for the 
guarantors” (more briefly, according to 
other Spaniards, they would be shot). 

It was the tone in which “ the Reds ” came 
out which struck me; in it was the age-long 
changeless Spanish hate of Right for Left, 
of Left for Right; in that same tone the 
Spanish of Ferdinand VII’s court must have 
said Jacobinos, and a few years later 
Liberales, while the Liberals retorted with 
Serviles, Apostolicos, or Carlistas. 

It has always been much the same 
quarrel in Spain, with much the same 
issues; the modern Rojo and Fascista cover 
centuries of hate, and label thousands of 
moderate or ignorant men and women who 
do not deserve either name, besides the 
very many who most violently do. 


* 


A RED (or Marxist, as he is continually 

called, though he may never have 
heard of Karl Marx, and could not read him 
if he had) may be a simple workman, who 
only asks to be let alone to live his life in 
peace, with wages above starvation level, a 
little schooling for his children, and free- 
dom to meet his friends at the tavern for a 
drink and local or political talk; a Fascist 
may be an equally simple and harmless 
bourgeois, who only wants a conservative 
régime, security for his savings, decent 
bourgeois clothes for himself and his 
family, and a church for his wife to attend, 
since women like such things; he and many 
of the Reds could get on well together if 
they could stop labelling one another with 
opprobrious names. 


“Marxist Hordes” 


But they cannot. Fascistas was the name 
given by the Republicans to the whole army 
of the rebels, and to thousands who did not 
fight at all; while the pro-Franco press, even 
here, called the Loyalists “Marxist hordes” 
(for “horde” is the collective noun for 
Marxists, as “flock” is for sheep, and “cloud” 
for witnesses). 

In England as elsewhere “Fascist” and 
“Marxist” would appear to have stepped 
out of the sphere of economic and political 
nomenclatures into some wilder, fiercer, 
and more whirling world; both seem to in- 
toxicate those who use and hear them, par- 
ticularly at public meetings. 


* 


ur this country is cool and calm in its 
a use of words compared with many of 
our continental neighbours. In the dicta- 
tor countries, particularly, words are en- 
joying just now a most.cyclonic career; they 
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remind one of the Greek furies, flying with 
howls and extended talons through tem- 
pestuous skies. 

Two recent recruits to the German group 
are Lebensraum and Einreisung (living 
space and encirclement); the first wears a 
halo, the second is a swear-word; they are 
twins begotten by the German-will-to- 
expand. 

Encirclement would seem to mean the 
guaranteeing against assault of the nations 
near Germany; on German lips it becomes 
an outrageous assault in itself on the very 
life-blood of the German people. So used 


"THIS is the first of two articles by 

Rose Macaulay, the twenty-third 
contributor to our series “Speaking 
Personally ’—a forum for the expres- 
sion of individual opinions. 


Her second article will appear next 


week. 


Previous writers under the heading 
“ Speaking Personally ” have included 
Leonard Barnes, Lord Ponsonby, 
Middleton Murry, Max Plowman, 
Vera Brittain, and Laurence Hous- 
man. 


have Germans become to the word that 
they even accused Albania of a plan for en- 
circling Italy, which would seem geographi- 
cally difficult. I think they use it merely 
as a synonym for “annoying,” or “hamper- 
ing.” 

Lebensraum is a lovely and buxom 
nymph, bearing a cornucopia of golden 
promises of rich lands and subject peoples, 
with elfin voices singing sweetly round her 
of Friedrich Barbarossa and the ancient 
Deutsches Reich. Other German halo- 
words are “national,” “blood,” “soil,” “race,” 
“folk”; some swear-words are “interna- 
tional,” “democratic,” “Bolshevist,” “free- 
mason,” “Geneva,” and of, course, “ Jew.” 


Intoxicating Words 


When Germans say these words, it is as if 
they were imbibing some heady drink. 
When they chalk Jude on the doors of 
neighbours. the word works in their blood 
like a ferment, they become like savages 
leaping and incanting to a tribal drum. (I 
heard this vividly described the other day 
by a terrified non-Aryan girl.) 

There was a young Nazi speaking about 
his country over here lately; gazing before 
him with solemn blue eyes, he used many 
times the words national unity. His audi- 
ence questioned him: did Germans really 
like a controlled press, or the persecution of 
Jews? He said, “ We do not want a press 
free to criticize our government; it would 
not make for National Unity.” Was not 
such an excess of unity a little dull, he was 
asked—all those minds permitted but a 
single thought? “No, In Germany, we do 
not find Unity dull.” (One felt, from his 
shocked young voice, that it had been like 
asking a Christian if he did not find God 
dull.) 

As to the Jews, it was necessary to be a 
little harsh with them, for the sake of 
National Unity, for Jews were aliens, out- 
side the Blood. Someone asked if he did 
not think international brotherhood a finer 
ultimate ideal than mere nationalism. <A 
shudder seemed to shake his soul at the 
horrid word international. “No, no. We 
do not like internationalism of any kind.” 
It was apparent that he did not; again, one 
might as well have asked a Christian “Don’t 
you really think the Devil a finer ideal than 
God?” 


* 


OYE of the oddest (to English ears) of the 

continental swear-words is “ free- 
mason,” which is always used in the foreign 
Right press as if these mild benefit-society 
members that we know here were equipped 
with horns and hoofs. The entire British 
press (they say in Germany and Italy) is 
run by Jews, Bolsheviks, and Freemasons. 
It might have amusing results if our Free- 
masons were to take a Cook’s continental 
tour one day. 

Germans produce a very fine effect by 
joining a string of their worst words to- 
gether in one. Italians go in more for 
hyphens, and one reads of “la congiura 
ebraica - massonica - bolshevica - interna- 
zionale-plutodemocratice,” which, when 
declaimed by resonant Italian throats, 
makes a magnificent thunder-from-the- 
right. We English, with our miserable be- 
fogged lungs and self-conscious fear of 
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Hypnotism 
of Words 


bombast, cut rather poor figures in the 
word-war. But we did well, in the last 
war with “Huns” and “ baby-killers”; in 
fact, I would suggest “baby” as a good ex- 
ample of the _ halo-word. “ Bombing 
babies” is now a recognized favourite 
activity of every foe in war-time. 


What “Die” Means 


CERTAIN place-names have also become 
swear-words; notably Geneva and 
Moscow, and {on other lips) Munich. 
“ Moscu,” as the Spanish say it, makes a fine 
hissing curse. (What city thus reigned 
in hell when Moscow was under the Czars?) 
There is one short, much-haloed word 
whose hypnotic power makes much mud- 
dled thinking everywhere—the word die. 
One hears often just now that “there are 
some things worth dying for.” “Dying” in 
this context means going savage and having 
a war and joining in a mass assault on 
humanity, culture and civilization. You 
can usually persuade generous people to 
take part in these activities by calling them, 
briefly, heroically, and _ inaccurately, 
6 dying.” 

If instead the generous people said “ We 
think that the present cruelty, barbarism 
and injustice will be stopped by a go of this 
other kind of cruelty, barbarism and injus- 
tice, and that it is worth while trying,” their 
attitude would be clearer and more logical 
than the egotistic insistence only on the 
risk of their own death. 

“Die” is a halo-word that weakens the 
intelligence. To substitute for it the word 
“kill” might cause a different set of re- 
actions. 
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More “Bricks” Are 
Still Wanted 


AJJEMBERS of the Peace Pledge Union are 
ive continuing to act upon Laurence 
Housman’s suggestion at the opening of 
Dick Sheppard House (the new headquar- 
ters of the PPU in Endsleigh Street, Lon- 
don), that they should each “be a brick ’ 
and help to pay for the house by sponsoring 
one of the 124,000 bricks of which it is built. 


Up to Wednesday morning 
doed ek 
bricks had been sponsored. 
Was yours among them? If not, Mr. 
Frank B. Middleton, accountant of the 
PPU, will be happy to receive your dona- _ 


tion at Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, W.C.1. 


Opening of City Peace 


Book Centre 


The City Peace Book Centre at 13 Pater- 
noster Row, London, will be officially 
opened on Tuesday (May 16) by Maurice L. 
Rowntree, at the first of a new series of 
weekly public meetings on Tuesdays from 
12.10 to 1 p.m. 

It is hoped to maintain an ample stock of 
books and pamphlets on pacifism and other re- 
lated subjects, but any book will in any case be 
obtainable at very short notice. Any profits will 
be devoted to pacifist work of various kinds, so 
workers in the City, as well as visitors, are 
invited to make a habit of calling regularly to 
satisfy their needs in a sympathetic atmosphere. 


Over a Million Dead 
in Spain 
El Diario Vasco, a Spanish newspaper, 
on April 15 gave 1,200,000 as the number 


of those killed in the civil war, 450,000 
being military and 750,000 civilians. 


HOW OBJECTORS WERE 
ORGANISED DURING 
THE GREAT WAR 


"THE need for a fellowship to unite 

conscientious objectors during 

the War was first made clear by the imme- 

diate response given to a letter from A. 

Fenner Brockway in the Labour Leader in 
the autumn of 1914. 


To meet this need the No Conscription 
Fellowship was formed in November, 1914, 
with some 300 members. For some months 
it waited ready for action if an emergency 
came. 


Though many said the introduction of 
/conscription was impossible, membership 
of the NCF grew steadily. Headquarters 
during these early months were in Derby- 
shire, and Mrs. Brockway did nearly all the 
secretarial work. 


Increased membership by the beginning 
of 1915 made it necessary to open a London 
office, and from then onward Clifford Allen 
(the late Lord Allen of Hurtwood) was 
chiefly responsible for the Fellowship’s 
headquarters’ organization and activities. 


Coming of Conscription 


WHEN, in July, 1915, the danger of 
conscription became imminent, 
a lightning organization campaign was 
started. Within three months a network of 
branches had been established throughout 
the country, in which members met for 
mutual advice and encouragement and 
were able to prepare themselves for what 
was to come. 


The National Committee issued a series 
of letters of advice at every stage of the 
struggle that followed. 


Compulsory registration came in August, 
1915, and the members of the Fellowship 
issued the following statement: 


“The No Conscription Fellowship is an 
organization of men likely to be called upon to 
undertake military service in the event of con- 
scription, who will refuse from conscientious 
motives to bear arms, because they consider 
human life to be sacred, and cannot, therefore, 
assume the responsibility of inflicting death. 

“They deny the right of governments to say 
“You shall bear arms,’ and will oppose every 
effort to introduce compulsory military service 
into Great Britain. Should such efforts be 
successful, they will, whatever the consequences 
may be, obey their conscientious convictions 
rather than the commands of governments.” 


The first National Convention of the NCF 
was held in London in November, 1915, 
when the Derby Recruiting Campaign was 
in its stride. Plans to meet every emer- 
gency were made in detail, the entire 
organization being built in duplicate in case 
the authorities tried to suppress it. 


Many-Sided Activity 


"THE introduction of the first Mili- 

tary Service Bill called forth the 

utmost efforts of the NCF. More than a 

million leaflets were distributed, and there 

were deputations to the House of Commons 
and hundreds of meetings. 


The second National Convention was held 
in April, 1916, when the arrests of COs were 
beginning. To meet the latter emergency 
the long-prepared machinery of the NCF 
came into operation. 


The organization was divided into ten 
departments: a Record Department, where 
there was kept the CO history of each 
member ; a Visitation Department, to keep 
contact with members in camps, barracks, 
and prisons ; a Press and Literature Depart- 
ments, to carry on propaganda ; a Political 
Department, to speak for the Fellowship 
concerning proposals for dealing with COs 
put forward in Parliament, and to supply 
MPs with information; and a Campaign 
Department, to publish facts about the COs’ 


stand and to agitate for their unconditional 
release. 


End of the Struggle 


E’'ROM March, 1916, the NCF pub- 

lished weekly the Tribunal; 

another publication was the CO Hansard, 

which recorded how successfully the issue 
was kept before Parliament. 

With the release of objectors from prison 
in the summer of 1919 the NCF concen- 
trated on providing for the needs of the 
released men and discussion of the course 
to be followed in the future. 

There were a series of Divisional Con- 
ferences, and in November, 1919, a great 
National Convention and Re-Union was 


held in London, with which the Fellowship 


came to an end as an organization. 
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JOHN BARCLAY writes from Room 133: 


“THE MORE 
WE ARE 
TOGETHER. .” 


PEDURING the difficult times that lie ahead 
of us let us keep together even more 
closely than we do at present. 
It is with a deep sense of fellowship that 
I acknowledge the backing given to our 
efforts last week, both at Thursday’s de- 
monstration through the West End and on 
Sunday when our contingent marched 
under the No Conscription League banner 
from Temple Station to Hyde Park. Both 
these demonstrations themselves demon- 
strated the willingness of individuals to 
get together quickly and by eager co- 
operation to engender the spirit that im- 
presses crowds who look on. 


It is difficult to be gay when everywhere 


The Notice 
Board 


Items must be received by MONDAY. 


Meetings 
South London members interested in forming 
a Regional Committee for organizing open-air 
activities are invited to meet in Friends’ Meeting 
House, Highshore Road, Peckham, on Wednes- 
day (May 17) at 8 p.m. Write to Doris Cooper 
1 Danby Street, London, S.E.15. 


Poster Parades 

Manchester.—Tomorrow (Saturday) at 2.30 
p.m., from John Dalton Street. Volunteers 
wanted. Society of Friends and the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation will co-operate. 

Ewell, Epsom, Leatherhead and Dorking.— 
Saturday, May 20, at 3 pm., from outside 
Vicarage, Ewell. Helpers, with cars if possible, 
welcomed at starting point or en route.—Write 
Kohler, Pathways, West Humble, Dorking or 
telephone Dorking 3098. 

There will be poster parades and Peace News 
selling from Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
Street. London, W.C.1, every Saturday at 6.45 pm. 


* Peace News” Sellers Wanted 

Sellers wanted every Sunday in connexion 
with Hyde Park stand Full particulars from D. 
Hill, 127 Uxbridge Road, London W.12 

Cardif¥.—Volunteers are still required for 
street sales; also covering meetings. Write to 
Mr. Richards, 12 Bernard Avenue, Canton, 
Cardiff. 

Birmingham.—Mass street selling of special 
Birmingham issue on Saturday, May 20, from 
2.45 to 4.39 p.m. starting from St. Jude’s Schools, 
Hill Street Names and addresses to Connie M. 
Jones, 39 Cranbrook Road, Birmingham 21. 

Gravesend.—New Road every Friday from 6.30 
to §3spm_ Write Donald Port, 143, Singlewell 
Road, Gravesend. 

Sparkhill and Sparkbrook.—Members here 
wish to maintain six selling posts every Friday 
(530 to 8 pm.). Write Ronald A. King, 370 
Sarchole Road, Hall Green, Birmingham, 28. 


Misccllaneous 

Aberdare.—Will any members in the Aberdare 
district please write to Miss Edith Cullingworth, 
“ Fairfield” Educational “Settlement, Aberdare. 
It is hoped to form groups in surrounding 
villages. 

Will all youths in Devon in addition to those 
whose names have already been received as 
opposing Military Service please get into touch 
with E. C. Maddax, Dick Sheppard Centre, 47 
East Street. Newton Abbot, immediately. 

Sheffield.—The Peace News Regional Con- 
ference. fixed fcr June 19, will be held in the 
* Dick Sheppard” Centre, 25 Change Alley, at 
3 pm 

Veace Exhibition on “Causes of War and 
Ways to Peace.” sixty panels. available at 12s. 
per week plus transport: Peace Exhibition 
Secretary. 19 Wellesley Road, Colchester, Essex. 

Volunteers wanted to poster parade or sel! 
“Peace News” on June 3. at upen-air meeting. 
Tonbridge Also volunteers to help run Peace 
Book Shop. June 8 to 9 Write: Tonbridge 
Secretary, 20 Barden Park Road. Tonbridge. 
Kent. 


the news is grim, but I feel sure that one 
of the greatest contributions the Pacifist 
Movement can make at the present time is 
this power of spontancous gaiety. 

It is important to give a good deal of 
thought to this when planning demonstra- 
tions. I am all against the idea that we 
must “set out to be gay,” just as I get 
cold shivers when I hear of someone going 
out “to do good,” but a mechanically per- 


fect procession peopled with a crowd of|44& 


grimly determined persons fails to be 
effective. Nothing is so infectious as good 
spirits and nothing is so badly needed just 
now. 

The pacifist has an excellent opportunity 
if only he will use it; the very nature of 
his cause can capture the imagination of 
youth both by the force of its argument as 
well as by the cheerfulness of its presenta- 
tion. 

* * * 

Press publicity is becoming more fre- 
quent but very few national papers give us 
fair treatment. The one exception has been 
the Manchester Guardian. It alone main- 
tains the high level of the honest reporter. 
We owe a great debt to its consistency of 
truthfulness. All publicity is good and 
even the small half-hidden paragraph has 
value. 

Quite apart from public demonstrations 
and all kinds of public meetings, however, 
there is a tremendous value in personal 
contact work. I am more and more con- 
vinced that it is the individual by his per- 
sonal behaviour that con- 
The Group vinces most quickly and 
Secretary’s certainly. The more paci- 
Weekl fist we are in our deal- 

eekly ings with non-pacifists, 
Notes the more readily will 
they absorb the _ philo- 
sophy of pacifism put over at meetings. 

At this moment of history therefore, we 
should get together and get others together 
too. The twin job of the group member is 
more than ever apparent—(1) to attend all 
group meetings and offer all the help he 
can; and (2) to make as many individual 
contacts outside the group and bring them 
in touch each with the other. 

* * 

Pannal Ash College, Harrogate.—Don’t 
forget to book your place at the PPU 
Summer Conference. The dates are July 
29 to August 8, and the cost is 50s. for ten 
days or 37s. 6d. per week. If you Lire not 
had an application form, write to me for 
one now. 


PEACE NEWS 
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Under the Oak Tree 


TOURING HOME 


COUNTIES 
imu By Theo Wills mui 


AT the time of writing this our travelling 
troupe is once more on the road, and 
is “ working” a region north of London ex- 
tending as far as Harpenden and Saffron 
Walden. 


The tour began with a calamity which had 
formed the theme of nightmares on other tours, 
but which never before had actually happened. 
As the result of a slip in eur plans, more than 
half of our costumes and properties were left 
behind in the cloak-room at Colchester station, 
and we could not recover them in time for the 
first concert at Harpenden! 

But the children and their Spanish accom- 
panist, although deserted by their English 
compere, who had stayed behind in London to 
secure the lost baggage, rose to the occasion, 
and with some loaned shawls and other trifles 
to create a little illusion, gave the concert as 
best they could. They started in despair, but re- 
ceived such an_ enthusiastic and_ friendly 
response from their audience, that they finished 
feeling that the concert had been a thorough 
success. 

We apologize again to our Harpenden friends 
for having to let them down, and thank them 
for the way their sympathy converted a calamity 
into a triumph. 

a 


SHOT NUNRETIIVNVIUEAUTUEV STUUR TET 


SUV TTIATIUTE TUTTE TEE 


* * 


Now our concerts and properties have all 
turned up and we have had equally pleasant and 
successful concerts at Wesley House, Luton; St. 
Christopher School, Letchworth; and_ the 
Friends’ School. Saffron Walden. Our sincerest 
thanks to all who, in various ways, have made 
these concerts possible. We hope to begin a 
week of concerts in Nottingham on Monday, 
May 14. 

These concerts involve a good deal of work, 
for the children, those who organize the 
tours locally, and those who give hospitality 
and other help in the places we visit. But they 
are worth while because, while giving con- 
siderable pleasure to those who witness them, 
they help us financially to preserve a houseful of 
excellent children from the tender mercies of a 
conqueror who has given many proofs of his 
ruthlessness. Cases for possible repatriation are 
under careful consideration. In the meantime, 
the praceeds of these concerts help to keep the 
children alive and happy in England. 

= * * 


This series, “Under the Oak Tree,” is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
G Endsleigh Street. London, W.C.1. They will be 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


* 


University New. 
Students Say “No 
Conscription” 


[N 1933 the public were given the impres- 
sion that Oxford University was a 
University of pacifists. In 1939 they are in 
danger of thinking it a University of con- 
scriptionists. Neither is correct. 

The debates of the Oxford Union receive an 
amount of publicity wholly disproportionate 
with their importance. The Union is a Society 
and is in no way an accurate mouthpiece of 
University opinion. Many brilliant men never 
join it. The vote therefore of 423 to 326 for con- 
scription must not be taken as representins 
Oxford's opinion. For nearly 100 were present 
when the Oxford University Pacifist Association 
passed unanimously a motion condemning con- 
scription—and this does not take into account 
Socialist opposition. 


OPPOSITION AT CAMBRIDGE 


Meanwhile it is well to note that the Cam- 
bridge Union carlier in the week condemned 
conscription (according to the Oxford Mail), 
while Cambridge University PPU at a meeting 
attended by about 80 members reaffirmed its re- 
nunciation of war and promised “ whole-hearted 
support to any man who refuses on conscientious 
grounds to be conscripted for war purposes." 

In London. Socialists and Pacifists, together 
with others, are wholly opposed to conscription. 
{t may be thought unfortunate that the Univer- 
sity Labour Federation (according to its secre- 
tary’s statement in Reynolds News, April 3), 
is basing its opposition on the Prime Ministers’ 
foreign policy, and is using the anti-conscription 
movement as a platform from which to shout 
blindly ‘‘Chamberlain Must Go.” 

This attitude was adopted at a meeting of 
University College (London) Socialist Society on 
Friday (April 28). A pacifist speaker urged 
that we should temporarily cease to argue the 
relative merits (or demerits) of Chamberlain's 
Government or a Popular Front Government and 
unite against conscription as a breach ot 
liberty and a step toward Fascism. If we did 
not do this we should have to finish our argu- 
ments in concentration camps. 

Popular Front supporters, however, were 
afraid either to annoy M. Blum too much, or 
give Hitler an imoression of ‘“ weakness.” 
Pacifists are still trying nevertheless to get a 
united opposition on the simple basis ‘Na 
Conscription.” 

* * = . 

Extract from the speech of Captain Liddell 
Hart, speaking against the motion “ That in view 
of this country’s new commitments, and of the 
eravity of the general situation in Europe, this 
House welcomes conscription.”—(Quoted from 
the Orford Mail, Friday. April 28, 1939): 

“The next few months are the most crucial, 
and if war is averted it is possible that it will 
hang over us for months and possibly years. 

“Then you will have the spectacle of two 
armed chain gangs making faces at each other 
while they decay internally. 

*The choice before you tonight is between the 
slave state and the free state.” 


What The Groups Are Doing 


"THE evening of the recent Tyneside 

“)black-out” was the occasion of a 
great poster parade through Newcastle 
arranged by the Newcastle District branch 
of the PPU. 


Many natives of the city will have cause to 
remember a number of stimulating ideas as a 
result, and the “ black-out” itself will tend to 
refresh their memories. 


Leeds Support for Objectors 


T the monthly meeting last week of the 
Leeds group there was call for all 
assistance possible to be rendered to any 
pacifists who may be the victims of con- 
scription, and it was clear that this would 
be done. 

The meeting also heard Miss Una Marson, of 
Jamaica, give an interesting account of life 
on that island. 

There are in Leeds 24 Ministers of religion 
who have signed the Peace Pledge, and at a 
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meeting last week of the Leeds Christian Pacifist 
Fellowship, the Rev. *Don” Robins (also a 
PPU member) appealed ¢6 all pacifists to abstain 
from any display of the spirit of bitterness in 
their life and conduct. 


Cardiff Open-Air Meetings 
QOPEN-AIR meetings will commence in 

Llandaff Fields, Cardiff, on Sunday, 
and will continue on Sundays throughout 
the summer; time, 7.30 to 9.30 p.m. 

The Tuesday evening meetings in the Friends’ 
Meeting House (7.30 p.m.) will also continue 
throughout the summer, and it is hoped that 
more members will attend. 


Mock “ Tribunal ” at Finchley 
PAcIFISTS were “on trial” for refusing 
military service before a “tribunal” 
at a crowded meeting held in North 
Finchley last week by the PPU and Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation. 
Those on trial were John Fletcher (war-time 
ped Harold Jarratt, Arthur Goss, and Kenneth 
Lee. 

The “tribunal” was based on what will pre- 
sumably happen now that conscription has been 
introduced. It was also hoped that it would 
give an impartial presentation of the case fr 

jand against pacifism. 


“ Nomad Players ” at Erdington 
AT the invitation of the Erdington and 
Sutton group (Birmingham), the 
“Nomad Players” will perform John van 
Druten’s Flowers of the Forest, at the 

Church House, Erdington. on Tuesday. 


Nottingham Dick Sheppard Centre 
Opened 
HE DICK SHEPPARD CENTRE in 


Nottingham was opened recently. 

Situated in Bernard Chambers, at the junction 
of Bridlesmith Gate and Middle Pavement, it is 
voluntarily maintained and staffed by Notting- 
ham groups. 

Before and after the opening ceremony, a 
number of helpers held a poster parade in the 
city. 

Secretary of the Centre is Miss Muriel Noble 


Central London Region in 
Full Swing 
THE recently-formed Central London 


Region is now in full swing. 
Regular Junch-hour open-air meetings are 
being held every Thursday in Lincoln's Inn 
Fields, W.C.2, und a further evening platform 


> 


in the West End is being organized. 

Thirty sellers are disposing of some six dozen 
copies of Peace News each week, while the 
special drive in connexion with last week's 
demonstration, organized by the Region, sold 
over four hundred copies. 

A monthly bulletin is being published, the 
second number of which has just appeared. 

Arrangements are now being made for a series 
of mock tribunals, to be held at the Caxton 
Hall, on Monday, May 22. A. Fenner Brockway 
and other prominent opponents of conscription 
will appear as “prisoners.” 

Arrangements in regard to the Aldershot 
Tattoo are also under discussion. 


Sale at Hull Peace Centre 
A “BRING AND BUY POUND SALE" 
“™ will be held in Hull Peace Centre 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., on Thursday, May 18. 
(Afternoon tea, 6d.) 

A jumble sale is also to be held in the near 
future and jumble can be collected at any time 
convenient for members. Anyone with jumble 
to be collected should send a postcard to the 
centre at 64 Prospect Street. 


> 


Proposed Youth Auxiliary 
for P.P.U. 


A definite plan for the formation of the 
proposed Peace Pledge Union Youth Auxil- 
iary will be put before the first meeting of 
the Council and in the meantime Mr. David 
Spreckley (at Dick Sheppard House, 6 
Endsleigh Street, London. W.C.1) would like 
to hear from (a) anybody with any sugges- 
tions, and (b) any youth who has not joined 
the PPU in the normal way. 

The movement will be for those under 21, 
probably down to the age of 14. 


Welsh Members’ Aid for 


Student Refugee 


A number of Peace Pledge Union groups 
in Wales have joined in a scheme to sup- 
port a refugee student at the University of 
Liverpool, where he is continuing medical 
studies begun at Vienna. 

Any Welsh member who would like to 
contribute a weekly or monthly sum, or a 
donation, no matter how small, should send 
it to Lady Artemus-Jones, Gorffwysfa, 
Llanrwst. North Wales. 


May 712, 1339 


M:ry 32, 1939 


Americans Fear 
Consequences 

of Roosevelt's 
Policy 


ALARMED at suggestions that President 
#% Roosevelt's policy is to force a “show- 
down ” in Europe, with the consequent dan- 
ger that America may be drawn in a pos- 
sible conflict between Britain and France 
on one side and Germany and Italy on the 
other, some Americans are writing to their 
Congressmen to express opposition to any 
policy in which America will choose sides 
in European disputes. 

Letters received by the President also 
affirm opposition to trade in munitions with 
warring nations. 

A leaflet published jointly by the 
American branch of the Women's Interna- 
tional League, World Peaceways, the 
National Council for Prevention of War, 
and the Public Action Committee, puts for- 
ward the view that “the American people 
are being pushed into a foreign war,” and 
tells them what they can do to oppose it. 


Andrew Stewart on 


The Tabloid Press 


(continued from page 5) 


GUCH criticism, one must concede, is at 
“” least temperately expressed. This can- 
not be said of many of the letters which Mr. 
Davies has been receiving from those who 
disagree with him. 

I have been privileged to read his “ fan 
mail.” Out of 99 letters and cards 67 con- 
gratulated him. Of the remaining 32, 27 
were unprintably scurrilous. 

Typical of the less pathological was the one 
reproduced on page 5. So far this Amazon 
correspondent has not been seen in the 
neighbourhood of Mr. Davies’s home or the 
University. She seems clearly a conversion 
problem for the local PPU group and surely 
presents an admirable opportunity for a 
demonstration of the power of non-violence. 


a PEACE NEWS 


| EXEMPTED 
| “EREE 


MEN TO BE 


FROM INTERFERENCE ” 


(continued from page 1) 


notify the exchange to that effect and to pre- 
sent themselves at the first available oppor- 
tunity. 

Arrangements would also be made for those 
who lived a considerable distance from an ex- 
change to register by post. 


Men who were away on business or holiday 
would be permitted to register at the exchange 
in the place where they were staying. 


When the men attended for registration they 
would be required to furnish full particulars, 
including particulars of their occupations, and, 
so far as possible, use would be made of their 
qualifications. 


If a man failed to register, he not only ren- 
dered himself hable to penalties, but also to 
prolong his period of service to twelve months 
from the day when he did register. 


A Ministry of Labour announcement draws 
attention to the necessity of producing birth 
certificates upon registration or of giving 
“sufficient information to enable their age to be 
verified.” 

Between now and the end of June a birth 
certificate in a modified form which can be given 
in on registration will, on application, be issued 
without charge to men between the ages of 19} 
and 21}. The necessary application form can 
be obtained from the nearest superintendent 
registrar of births (or, in Scotland, the local 
registrar). 


THE TRIBUNALS 


Emphasizing the great responsibility 
attaching to the local tribunals, Mr. 
Chamberlain said in the House (May 4): 


Special care will have to be taken in choosing 
those who are to sit upon these tribunals. We 
can lay down the general lines on which we 
want the tribunals to proceed, but it is im- 
possible to do more than that in a general way, 
and the particular circumstances of each indi- 
vidual must be investigated and judged of by 
the local tribunal before it is possible to decide 
into which of these categories, if any, the. indi- 
vidual ought to be ajlocated {i.e., absolute 
exemption, conditional exemption, or non-com- 
batant corps]. 


I want to make it clear that in the view of 
the Government where those scruples are con- 
scientiously held we desire that they should be 
respected—(cheers)—and that there should be no 
persecution of those who hold them. (Cheers). 
All we have to do is to see that they are not 
abused and to try to provide for these special 
cases of people who are not prepared to under- 
take the ordinary combatant service, but who 


wish to do national service of one kind or 
another. 


WHAT P.P.U. IS DOING FOR C.Os. 


Several PPU groups (in some cases to- 
gether with other bodies) have already set 
up local bureaux of information and 
advice, and others are being encouraged io 
do so. Panels are to be drawn up of those 
who will appear at tribunals with COs 
who want help in stating their case. 

Though no guarantee can obviously be 
given, the PPU is in touch with others on 
the necessity of trying to. provide financial 
help for those who may suffer for their 
convictions. 

Members of the PPU desiring to prove to 
tribunals their bona fides will be given, on 


request to headquarters, a certificate of the date 
of their signing the peace pledge. 


PEACE SERVICE HANDBOOK 


The Peace Service Handbook (price 1d.) will 
be ready for distribution next Friday, and will 
prove invaluable particularly to those who need 
ideas and suggestions for “ pacifist’ alternatives 
to “national service.” The PPU has ordered 
100,000 copies, and they will be available at 9d. 
a dozen, 6s. a hundred, for distribution to MP’s, 
local papers, newsagents, and the general 
public. A special poster will also be available. 

The PPU has also suggested to Messrs. Allen 
and Unwin the reprinting of “the COs’ classic,” 
Conscription and Conscience, by the late John 
William Graham. The publishers are consider- 
ing the matter, though they do not think it could 
be sold at less than 5s. a copy. As they are 
seeking some guarantee of a demand for the 
book, it is even more important that those who 
have not already done so should make a similar 
request to Messrs. Allen and Unwin (40 Museum 
Street, W.C.1) without delay. 


Petition Deficit 

At a meeting of the Special Committee 
for the National Petition, held recently, 
the Directing Secretary of the National 
Peace Council reported that provisional 
estimates on the expenditure and income 
on the Petition campaign to date showed 
a deficit of approximately £150—expendi- 
ture having amounted to £890, and income 
to £740. 


Forthcoming Events 


WJ 


Classified Advertisements 


13d per word, minimum 2s. 
Box Number 6d ertra 


Latest Time for Copy Tuesday Morning 


ACCOMMODATION | 


To Let 


COMFORTABLY FURNISHED BUNGALOW. 
Sleep 4 or 5. Sea front. Pleasant view. Safe 
bathing. All electric. Long period arranged. 
Holidays from June. 3 guineas; July-Sept., 
34 guineas; August, 4} guineas—Apply Miss G. 
ne de “Dane Crest,” Camber Sands, W. Rye, 

USSEX. 


Se eee 

FURNISHED COTTAGE, 4. miles from 
Llanthony Abbey. Accommodation for 4 or 5. 
Water laid on. Rent 25s. a week, or less for long 
let—Apply to Mrs. Roberts, Sutton Rectory, 
Sandy, Beds. 


| HEALTH AND MEDICAL | 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON (and Mrs. Helen 
Whitticom), health practitioner, osteopath, bone- 
setter, treats all conditions of ill-health by 
natural methods. Consultations by appointment. 
1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 0131), and 2 
Ader! Way North, Letchworth (Letchworth 


PERSONAL 


WOULD ANY GROUP or person give hospi- 
tality and education to a 10 year old Czech boy, 
half Jew. £30 p.a. already found. Has brother 
already in England—Particulars from David 
Spreckley, Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1. 


SITUATIONS 


Wanted 


“AU PAIR” SITUATION REQUIRED for 
Norwegian girl, 21 years of age. June to 
September, in or near London preferred. Light 
housework in return for board and accommoda- 
tion. Highly recommended.—Apply to War 
Resisters’ International, 11, Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 


a ee i a ees 

GERMAN JEW, now in Holland, aged 18, 
trained carpenter; strong, healthy, willing to do 
any work, seeks post as carpenter's apprentice 
or in household.—Box 167, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4. 
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250 TYPEWRITTEN CIRCULARS, Electric- 
ally Duplicated, return post, 2s. 9d., inclusive.— 
Brown's Typewriting Service Ltd. Brougham 
Street, Burnley. 
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TYPEWRITING. Lady wishes to recommend 
friend, crippled by infantile paralysis. High 
standard of work. Prompt. Experienced in 
SS ee White, 78 Canberra Road, Charlton, 


W As this Is a free service, we reserve the ~ 
yr hat stand right to perc tee publication notices sent Monday, May 15 | WHERE TO STAY 
in. e nevertheless desire to make it as oRN 7 
ome HERNE HILL; 8 p.m. Methodist Church Hall, ; 
») does for? Seas a service as we reasonably can, Half Moon Lane; William Burnlee Curry on ARE YOU PLANNING your holidays, or con- 
and therefore urge organizers of events to ference? Send for brochure. Adult School 


2. OBJECTS 


l, Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 


2, Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 


“How I wou:d reform the League”; League of 
Nations Union. 

THORNTON HEATH; 8 p.m. Library Hall, Brig- 
stock Road; Miss Sybil Morrison on “ Conscrip- 
tion and the Peace Pledge”; PPU. 


Guest House, Manor House, Bewdley, Worcs. 
Phone 101. Free garage. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 


ld street); nature of event; speakers, om SE mee eas oper ale ode poly 
i i ; ; ‘ - ay or restful recuperation. Increased accom- 
aE VE Aipgy Tig ae eer organizers (and secretary's address)— Tuesday, May 16 modation. Central heating throughout: h. and c. 
me is a mere negation. But though it preferably in that order and Style. LONDON, E.C.4; 12.15 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row ;| Water in all bedrooms. Central for conferences. 
= begins with the refusal to take part opening of City Peace Book Centre; Maurice L.| —A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near 
es in war, it cannot and does not end Frid M 4 Rowntree; PPU. Matlock. Telephone Ambergate 44. Station, 
ay there. For that reason Aldous Hux- re 8 a ay, - ay ‘= er 1 TOWER HILL; 12.30 p.m. Open-air meeting; | Ambergate (L.M.S.). 
on e rote the first official pamphlet bh N, E.C.4; 6 p.m. Baptist Mission House, M. W. Briar and Alan Balding ; City PPU group. ; 
Khe ae nS ee i vhat ie: 19 Furnival Street; Rev. Paul Rowntree Clifford, LONDON, W.C.1; 7 p.m. London-Welsh Associ-}| ,XINGSTON, EDINBURGH, The Fountainhead 
ot ; 9 cota ae Eric F. Wilkins and W. J. Buck (chairman); ation Hall, Gray’s Inn Road; conference on|°f Modern Nature Cure (Health Home and 
; you going to do about it? explaining Baptist Pacifist Fellowship. Conscription ; Rev. Hampden Horne ; FoR. Other | T’aining Centre). Under the personal supervi- 
} its aims and basis. The policy of the | | CARDIFF ; 7.30 p.m. Lesser Cory Hall; debate: conferences cn Conscription, see page 2. sion of James C. Thomson. Particulars from the 
| Peace Pledge Union arises out of the ae Seen Pair REE Rev. David KEIGHLEY; 7.30 p.m. Devonshire Hall, Devon- Secratary, Kingston, Edinburgh, 9 
7a 3 ‘ y A - ichards an ohn Willams ; . shire Street; Wilfred Wellock on “ The European A 
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2 nunciation of the war method. : : e , ustry. Guests and students. Vegetarian diet. 
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8. } It is recognized that it is not suffi- Stephen Noel and A. A. Nott (chairman); * Our Wednesday, May 17 4 2 P : > 
cient merely to say “No” to war. The Se re not Destruction"; PPU. STEIN ys sf wee Choe 
5 : LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; EAST CHLEY ; 8.15 p.m. Methodis ure 
a3 : Peace Pledge Lee presses for aie group annual meeting; PPU. Hall, High Road; Miss Mary Gamble, Rev. Basil Please hand this to your 
ha } immediate calling of a new wor ST. ALBANS; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, Viney and F. Huntly Woodcock (chairman) ; 
¥e conference, at which representatives || Lattimore Road; Rev. C. Paul Gliddon on “The PPU. Newsagent. 
| of all nations shall be invited to sit Christian Attitude to Conscription”; FoR. GOLDERS GREEN; 8.15 p.m. All Souls Hall, 
round the “family” table on terms of Hoop Lane; meeting on Conscription. John P. 
; absolute equality, in order that their Saturday, May 13 pletchen:apdael bere E Use . TO cesscosseosreverscsssescesescncsenseennas 
3 : * ; OXFORD; 8.15 p.m. 115 High Street; Percy (Newsagent’s name) 
HN needs and grievances can be dis- LEWES ; 3 p.m. YMCA; regional conference on Bartlett; University Pacifist Association. : ‘a y 
} cussed. If we are to avoid war we | | Conscription; PPU. * Please ee PEACE NEWS 
' : LONDON, E.1; 3 p.m. CWS Assembly Hall, to me weekly. 
1e must be ae us Cp Se Leman Street; debate on Collective Security; Thursday, May 18 
3 } causes of possible war in @ Sp James H. Hudson and Ald. Mrs. C. S. Ganley; LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; N 
of understanding and sympathy. Those H. Hilder (chairman); London Co-operators’ Ben Greene on “Why War?”; City PPU group. AME sresssrcescccrceversceserccescoccenenes 
d | who “have” must recognize their | | Joint Council. . LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
6 : responsibility towards those who al 3 pm. Friends’ Meeting House; M. W. Briar on “Some thoughts of a Non- PRGAIOSS .....canesstetbessttetsane Maceraces 
“have not” The PPU repudiates the annual general meeting of Heddychwyr Cymru Christian Pacifist”; City PPU group. 
re ; F : 1 (Peace Pledge Union in Wales); followed by GREENFORD; 8 p.m. Public Library; Anti- 
aS war method whether used in self- public mecting in Wesley Mission Hali, College Conscription meeting, men 19 to 25 especially; men cconseccrsccscnscssenssccoseceed 
d i defence, or in support of the League Street; Canon Stuart Morris, George M. H. Rev. G. Darlington, Rev. F. C. M. Perkins and 
fi of Nations and collective security or | | Davies _and Richard Bishop (chairman). others; PPU. as from issue dated..........ccccerereas 
i in aggression SWANSEA; 7.30 p.m. Wesley Mission, College Cage 
4 F rf 4 Street; Canon St Morri a G M. LL 7 pre 
The Peace Pledge Union is, there- | |Davies Prune Morris and George M. Lt Friday, May 19 2 x ; 
‘ ale ; : J sends’ Meeting H ote to Newsagent :— 
fore, anxious to include within its | |ISLINGTON; 8 pm. The Pax Rooms, Rees LEICESTER; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, ahi i £ : 
. membership everyone who is ready to | | Street, Arlington Street; performance of one- care aaa Rev. T. S. Taylor on “ Peace- PEACE NEWS is published 
r renounce war and live instead for | | 2t Plays; International Pax Players’ Association, MENNe } W.Gls We mae endsleigh Gardens: weekly as a National Newspaper at 
peace. George Padmore on “Colonies and the War the retail price of 2d. It is obtain- 
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S$ . Street, London, W.C.1. The President is WEALDSTONE, Middlesex; Co-operative Hall, LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. Conway Hall, Red Lion rates from the Publishers at 3 
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Sign this, add -your address, and send 
the card to PPU headquarters. 


asked to meet Advisory Committee; if attend- 
ing inform E. C. Maddax, Dick Sheppard Centre, 


ees 117 Last Street, Newton Abbot: PPU, 


McGhee, Lewis Maclachlan, Dr. Arthur Rais- 
trick and Harold E. Berry; 8 p.m. public mect- 
ing: Parliamentary Pacifist Group. 


THE VEGETARIAN SOCIETY, 


57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2 
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We Did Not: 
Say It 3 


THE most noteworthy utterance of (¢ 
the past week: 


“TI speak simply as a soldier of the last 
war whose most earnest prayer it is that 
such cruel and destructive madness shall 
never again overtake mankind. 

“In our personal contacts we all strive 
to live in harmony with our fellow men. 
Otherwise modern civilization could never 
have come into existence. Are we now 
going to destroy that civilization by failing 
to do internationally what we have learned 
to do individually?” 


* 


“You and I know that peace is a 
matter far too vital for our happiness 
to be treated as a political question. 
We also know that in modern warfare 
victory will lie only with the powers of 
evil. Anarchy and chaos are the inevitable 
results, with consequent misery for us all.” 


bv 


“There is no land whose people want 
war. This I believe to be as true of the 
German nation as of the British nation to 
which I belong, and the French nation on 
whose friendly soil I am now living.” 


oa 


“International understanding does not 
always spring up spontaneously of itself. 
There are times when it has to be de- 
liberately sought and negotiated, and 
political tension is apt to weaken that 
spirit of mutual concession in which con- 
flicting claims can be best adjusted.” 


¥ 


“The statesmen who set themselves to 
restore international security and con- 
fidence must act as good citizens of the 
world, and not only as good Frenchmen, 
Italians, Germans, Americans or Britons.” 


ova 


* The world has not yet recovered from 
the effects of the last carnage, which in 
each and every country decimated my 
generation. 

“The greatest success that any Govern- 
ment could achieve for its own national 
policies would be nothing in comparison 
with the triumph of having contributed to 
save humanity from the terrible fate 
which threatens it today.” 


—from the Duke of 
Windsor’s Broadcast 


acifists in 
May Day 


Procession 


ALTHOUGH more than half of the 850 

people in the “no conscription” con- 
tingent in Sunday’s Labour demonstration 
were individual members of the PPU, the 
Union was not officially represented as an 
organization. Some PPU groups were, 
however, represented and marched behind 
their own banners. 

The section was organized by the No Con- 
scription League. 

The crowds which saw the contingent 
march along the Embankment, through 
Trafalgar Square, along Piccadilly and Park 
Lane, seemed less vocal than those who 
watched Thursday’s demonstration. But 
there were some comments—mostly on the 
same level] as the shout of “ Windy!” which 
drew from a PPU member the retort “ Yes, 
but not cloudy!” 

On entering Hyde Park itself the proces- 
sion passed through more crowds, composed 
largely of Labour sympathizers, and there 
were bursts of applause as the banner “ Re- 
fuse Conscription ” came into view, carried 
and escorted by four young men of con- 
script age. 

Even if the Labour Movement’s sham 
fight against conscription was coupled on 
its Hyde Park platforms with demands for 
a military alliance with Russia (a conscript 
country), there were some in the crowds 
who obviously welcomed the presence of 
young men who opposed conscription be- 
cause they opposed all war. 


Died Rather than Fight 
Appalled by the thought of having to 
fight. a schoolboy in Los Angeles and a 
World War cavalry veteran in Waterbury, 

Connecticut, USA, committed. suicide. 
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Read the 
SOCIALIST CASE 
. AGAINST WAR in 


“FORWARD” 


Every Friday 2d. 
HONEST, FEARLESS, INDEPENDENT 


Send postcard for sample copy to: 
26, Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4, . 


PEACE 


NEWS be 


A Pacifist Commentary 


May 12, 1939 


Preparations for Another “Munich” 
Over Danzig :: Labour’s 
Sham Fight Against Conscription 


GIGNS are growing that another “Munich” 
is contemplated, with Danzig as the 
object of the settlement. 

‘The parallel with the Sudetenland is 
striking. 

Just as Germany claimed the Sudeten- 
land on the ground that it was former 
German territory, so she now claims 
Danzig. 

Just as the rulers of Czecho-Slovakia 
spoke of their determination to resist 
aggression, so does Colonel Beck—and so 
do French statesmen, for a second time. 

It may be added that, just as the French 
alliance with Czecho-Slovakia was seen to 
be a possible cause of Britain’s becoming 
involved in war with Germany, so today 
Britain is involved through her direct 
guarantee to Poland. 

There is, too, every indication that Ger- 
many is again employing the tactics which 
were so successful last year. Poland has 
rejected the proposals which she made, and- 
Herr Hitler expects Poland to make the 
next move by submitting proposals going 
at least as far as the original German 
proposals. 

This time, however, is seems that the 
Vatican may act as mediator—so a Runci- 
man will not be required. 


Role of “The Times” 


N article in the Vatican newspaper 
Osservatore Romano, believed to be 
fully endorsed in the Vatican though dated 
from Warsaw, argued that the Danzig dis- 
pute was not merely a question of the re- 
turn of a predominantly German city to 
Germany, but raised the whole problem of 
the balance of power in Europe, since con- 
trol of the mouth of the River Vistula 
carries with it control of the whole of 
Eastern Europe. Even this, however, does’ 
not mean any difference in kind from the 
case of the Sudetenland, but only in de- 
gree. For the Sudetenland was also a 
gateway to further power. , * 

Finally, there is great significance in the 
prominence which The ‘Times has been 
giving to correspondence on “ appease- 
ment”; for it was that newspaper which, 
in a leading article, first suggested that the 
cession of the Sudetenland might have to 
be considered. 

The comparison has been pointed out 
elsewhere in the past few days, and The 
Times felt obliged to print an indignant 
denial on Wednesday. 


No Case for War 


T ORD PONSONBY, one of the correspon- 

dents whose letter was given much 
prominence, underlined a suggestion by 
Lord Rushcliffe that the Government 
should make “one more” effort to reach a 
settlement of the outstanding differences by 
discussion. 

“T would substitute the word ‘another’ 
before effort,” wrote Lord Ponsonby, “ and 
would add ‘yet another’ if need be after 
that. In the military field a defeat has 
seldom been allowed to constitute a reason 
for abandoning further operations.” Why 
should it do so in the diplomatic field, he 
asked. 

He pointed out that war would make a 
just setlement impossible—a theme taken 
up by Professor J. A. R. Marriott in a letter 
published on Monday. The problem of 
Danzig and the Polish Corridor, he wrote, 
was “emphatically not soluble by war.” 


geography. “ But, unfortunately, on the 
possibilities of a solution geography speaks 
with uncertain, nay, contradictory, voice; 
nor does history help much toward a 
solution.” 

Faced with the alternative of a war, or 
of a settlement without war, no sane person 
would hesitate, though if the settlement 
materializes there will doubtless be pro- 
tests against handing over territory in the 
face of threats.. 

But if the governments in a position to 
take the initiative continue to ignore the 
fundamental causes of .war, and fail to 
settle the big issues, then these piece-meal 
settlements must be expected. 

Meanwhile it would be as well to remem- 
ber that the last such settlement was 
accompanied by a crisis. Great vigilance 
is needed lest another such crisis be used 


to fasten the chains of regimentation still 
more securely upon the people. 

Coupled with such vigilance is needed 
persuasion of the people that the abandon- 
ment by Britain of imperialism is likely to 
prove an essential step to the ending of 
German imperialism. 


Preparing for a 


“ Show-Down” 


[ is against the background of a future 
“Munich” that the latest moves in 
diplomacy must be seen. 

The dilatoriness of the British move for 
an alliance with Russia is probably ex- 
plained by the fact that the Government 
has been driven into it by the pressure of 
opinion and against its own wishes. But if 
the alliance slips from its grasp it may re- 
gret the absence of an understanding that 
might be a powerful factor in any later 
bargaining. 

Tn this connexion it is significant that the 
resignation of M. Litvinoff gave rise in 
Japan to suggestions that a Soviet-German 
understanding was a possibility. The 
British Government’s attitude certainly 
seems liable to result in driving the Soviet 
Union toward Germany or toward isolation. 

Similar preparations for a “show-down” 
ever Danzig have doubtless prompted the 
conclusion of the Italo-German military 
and political pact. 


Broken Pledges 


ME: CHAMBERLAIN was taken to task 
in Parliament last week for break- 
ing the pledge made during the 1935 elec- 
tion that conscription would not be intro- 
duced. (The pledge was made by Lord 
Baldwin and was re-affirmed by Mr. Cham- 
berlain on more than one occasion). 

The Premier, in reply, quoted the “ march 
of events” as justifying the adoption of 
constription. / This is precisely the ground 
on which Herr Hitler breaks promises made 
by himself. 

Mr. Chamberlain’s reply also showed how 
the Labour Party has forfeited all claim to 
conduct any real opposition to the Govern- 
ment’s policy. 

He recalled that Lord Baldwin had also 
declared in 1935 that there was no question 
of huge armaments or materially increased 
forces. Subsequently the “march of 
events” made it necessary, said Mr. Cham- 
berlain, to undertake the “rearmament” 
programme. 


Labour’s Sham Fight 


¥ ABOUR is now committed to support of 

rearmament; if the Premier pleads 
that the same considerations which made 
that necessary have required the intro- 
duction of conscription, how can Labour 
oppose him, except on purely technical 
points? 

If it really opposed conscription—and if 
it had really opposed rearmament—it would 
use its strength in the industrial field. The 
hollowness of its Parliamentary opposition 
to conscription was shown by the comment 
of The Times on the Labour Party’s state- 
ment on the organization of the “ defence” 
services. 


After declaring that the statement con- 
tained many points which would command 
assent, The Times said it was quite clear 
that the Labour Party could not and would 
not oppose the Military Training Bill “ if it 
had been brought forward by their sugges- 
ted Minister of Defence (as it certainly 
would have been if that Minister had exis- 
ted) instead of by the National Govern- 
ment.” 

Only opposition to the war method would 
give the Labour Party any basis for opposi- 
tion to rearmament and_ conscription. 
At present its daily organ confines itself 
to campaigning for higher pay for 
conscripts. 


In a Nutshell 


DEPORTING that the Government’s pro- 
4~% posals for Palestine had been re- 
viewed by a committee of the Cabinet, 
The Times said on Tuesday: 

“The composition of the committee justifies 
the inference that the Palestinian problem was 
studied from a variety of angles, financial, 
political, military, and administrative...” 

All of which might well have been put 
simply as “from the angle of imperialism.” 

(After we had gone to press last week it was 
reported that the proposals said to have 
emanated from the British Embassy in Cairo, 
from which we quoted four points in this com- 
mentary, were actually made by the delegates of 
three of the Arab States. They were not, there- 
fore, British proposals.) 


“Not Good Business” 


"THE following (writes a  correspon- 
dent) is not an extract from a peace 
journal, but is from the current issue of 
The Company Accountant, official organ of 
chartered accountants. It occurs in an 
article on unemployment: 
“First and foremost, the psychological factors 
associated with the inauguration of an enlight- 


ened scheme of public work designed to effect 
far-reaching improvements in living standards 


are very different from those surrounding a vast — 


armaments expenditure, devised in desperation 
to ward off a war that might well destroy 
civilization in Europe. 

“Even reducing the matter, rather absurdly, to 
a simple balance of profit and loss, the most 
short-sighted investor would not welcome the 
immediate improvement in his equity position 
which the increased activity associated with war 
might bring. War profits are not good business 
(our correspondent’s italics). Meanwhile, enter- 
prise necessarily languishes when uneasiness is 
abroad and markets are nervous.” 
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CITY PEACE BOOK CENTRE 


13, Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4. 
Opening: | 6th May 


A quiet backwater in London's book 

world. Books and pamphlets on Peace 

and related subjects obtainable on 
demand or at short notice. 
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